
 
Postgame interview footage from Head Coach Brad Friedel and Revolution players can be found HERE. 

Postgame quotes are available in the attached document.  
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 13, 2018 

 

POSTGAME NOTES: Revolution Defeat Orlando City SC, 2-0 
Penilla scores 12th goal to take lead in Revs’ golden boot race  

 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. – The New England Revolution (9-12-11, 38 pts.) defeated Orlando City SC (7-
20-4, 25 pts.), 2-0, at Gillette Stadium on Saturday evening. Second-half tallies from Cristian Penilla and 
Diego Fagundez, recorded only four minutes apart, sealed the victory for New England. However, the 
Revolution are now officially eliminated from MLS Cup Playoff contention due to D.C. United’s 1-0 victory 
over FC Dallas on Saturday.  
 
Penilla put the hosts in front in the 51

st
 minute with his 12

th
 goal of the season, the most by any 

Revolution player this season and tied for the second most among all MLS newcomers in 2018. His 12 
goals are also the most ever by an international signing in his first season with New England, passing 
Saer Sene (11 goals in 2012). 
 
Fagundez doubled New England’s lead with a strike in the 55

th
 minute, marking his eighth goal of the 

season and the 49
th
 of his MLS career. At 23-years and 239-days-old, the club’s first ever Homegrown 

Player signing is now one goal away from potentially becoming the youngest MLS player to reach the 50-
goal threshold, according to the Elias Sports Bureau.  
 
New England returns to action on Thursday, Oct. 18, for the club’s final away test of the season against 
Real Salt Lake at Rio Tinto Stadium. The match kicks off at 9:00 p.m. ET on NBC Sports Boston, 98.5 
The Sports Hub, and in Portuguese on 1260 AM Nossa Radio. 
 

New England Revolution 2, Orlando City SC 0 
October 13, 2018 – Gillette Stadium (Foxborough, Mass.) 

 
Revolution Defeat Orlando City SC, 2-0 

 The Revolution defeated Orlando City SC, 2-0, improving to 9-12-11 (38 pts.) on the season and 
7-4-5 at home. With D.C. United’s win over FC Dallas on Saturday night, the Revolution are now 
eliminated from MLS Cup Playoff contention.  

 The clean sheet marked the Revolution’s fifth of the season, with the last shutout coming on Sept. 
5 at New York City FC (1-0).  

 New England maintains an unbeaten all-time record against Orlando City at home, with a 3-0-1 
mark at Gillette Stadium since the Lions joined MLS in 2015. Overall, the Revs are 3-2-4 against 
Orlando.  
 

Penilla’s 12 Goals Lead Revolution’s Golden Boot Race 

 Forward Cristian Penilla tallied his 12
th
 goal of the season in the 51

st
 minute of tonight’s match, 

pulling him ahead of Teal Bunbury (11) for the club lead in goals with two games remaining.  

 Penilla’s 12 goals are tied with Aleksander Katai (Chicago) for the second-most goals by an MLS 
newcomer in 2018, trailing only LA’s Zlatan Ibrahimović (21).  

https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/8wxuwl2fowsungo9hxs3skhcl3oz7r80


 The Ecuadorian also passes Saer Sene (11 in 2012) for the most goals scored by an international 
signing in his first season with New England.  

 Penilla recorded a primary assist on Diego Fagundez’s 55
th
 minute goal, giving him seven helpers 

on the season, the second most on the team behind Fagundez’s nine.  
 
Fagundez Nears Milestone with 49

th
 Career Goal 

 Midfielder Diego Fagundez recorded the 49
th
 goal of his MLS career, and his eighth of the 

season, with a first-time strike in the 55
th
 minute.  

 With one more goal, Fagundez (23 years, 239 days) could become the youngest player in MLS 
history to reach 50 regular season goals, per the Elias Sports Bureau. Only two other players 
have done so before their 25

th
 birthday: Landon Donovan (24 years, 175 days) and Carlos Ruiz 

(24 years, 341 days).  

 Fagundez’s three chances created on the night give him 86 on the season, third most in MLS 
behind only Portland’s Diego Valeri (95) and New York City’s Maximiliano Moralez (103).  

 
Knighton Earns Shutout in Sixth Straight Start 

 Goalkeeper Brad Knighton started his sixth straight match in net for the Revolution and recorded 
three saves on the night.  

 Since Sept. 1, Knighton ranks second among all MLS goalkeepers in saves with 29 stops, trailing 
only Bill Hamid (32).  

 The clean sheet marked the 13
th
 of Knighton’s career and his second of the season, with the last 

coming in his 2018 debut on Sept. 5 at New York City FC. His six career shutouts with the Revs 
rank sixth in club history.  

 
New England Outshoots Orlando 21-8 

 The Revolution dominated the run of play in Saturday’s match, controlling 60.4 percent of 
possession and outshooting Orlando 21-8.  

 The 13-shot differential ties the club’s second-best margin of the season, as New England 
outshot Philadelphia 26-13 in a 3-2 loss at Gillette Stadium on Aug. 11. The Revs best mark in 
2018 came on April 6, when the club outshot Montreal 25-4.  

 The Revs’ 12 corner kicks on the night tied a season high set on May 26 at Vancouver.  
 
Revolution Make Three Changes to Starting XI 

 Revolution Head Coach Brad Friedel made three changes to the club’s starting lineup from its 
most recent match at Atlanta United FC on Oct.6. Scott Caldwell, Diego Fagundez, and Jalil 
Anibaba replaced Guillermo Hauché, Zachary Herivaux, and Antonio Delamea.  

 Delamea and Herivaux were not available for tonight’s match due to international duty with 
Slovenia and Haiti, respectively.  
 

GAME CAPSULE 
Referee: Dave Gantar 
Assistant Referees: Joe Fletcher (AR1), Peter Balciunas (AR2) 
Fourth Official: Robert Sibiga 
VAR: Mark Geiger 
Weather: 46 Degrees and Cloudy 
Attendance: 19,775 
 
Scoring Summary: 
NE – Cristian Penilla 12 (Unassisted) 51' 
NE – Diego Fagundez 8 (Cristian Penilla 7) 55' 
 
Misconduct Summary:  
None 
 



New England Revolution: Brad Knighton; Kelyn Rowe, Michael Mancienne, Jalil Anibaba, Brandon Bye; 
Luis Caicedo (Isaac Angking 81'), Wilfried Zahibo; Scott Caldwell ©, Cristian Penilla (Juan Agudelo 85'), 
Diego Fagundez, Teal Bunbury (Guillermo Hauché 76') 
  
Substitutes Not Used: Matt Turner, Mark Segbers, Cristhian Machado, Brian Wright 
 
Orlando City SC: Adam Grinwis; Carlos Ascues, Lamine Sané ©, Shane O’Neill, Scott Sutter; R.J. Allen, 
Will Johnson; Tony Rocha, Richie Laryea (Cristian Higuita 69'), Josue Colman; Chris Mueller (Sacha 
Kljestan 68') 
  
Substitutes Not Used: Joe Bendik, Donny Toia, Dillon Powers, Cameron Lindley, Chris Schuler 
 

      New England Revolution Team Statistics Orlando City SC 

 21 (6) Shots (on Target) 8 (4) 

3 Saves 4 

12 Corner Kicks 4 

2 Offsides 2 

14 Fouls 6 

503 (79.3%) Passes Attempted (% Completed) 349 (66.5%) 

60.4% Possession 39.6% 

 
MEDIA RESOURCES 

2018 Schedule | Roster | Videos | YouTube | Photos  
Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | SoundCloud | Soundbytes/B-Roll 

Social: NERevolution | #NERevs 

 
 

 
 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION POSTGAME QUOTES 
New England Revolution 2 vs. Orlando City SC 0 

Saturday, October 13, 2018 
 

New England Revolution Head Coach Brad Friedel 
 
On the performance of the team: 
Coach Friedel: “Professional performance. I think the effort was outstanding, as it’s been most all the 
season. It was a shame we didn’t score early on. I would say, other than like the last 10 minutes of the 
first half, I thought we tried to keep the tempo as high as possible. Orlando was trying to slow it down, no 
doubt, and I think we created a lot of opportunities. In the second half, I was really pleased with the 
players we took on board to move the ball quicker. More dynamic runs, especially from Kelyn [Rowe] and 
Brandon [Bye], caused a lot of problems for their wing backs, and then when they went back to a back 
four, their fullbacks. We had something like 38 crosses in the game, [64] percent of the ball, lots of shots. 
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But what I was pleased with, was that we kept our concentration levels up and we were the ones that 
were dictating the tempo of play, and it’s not always easy to do that against a team that really wants to kill 
the game.” 
 
On whether or not having three defensive midfielders helped to control the tempo: 
Coach Friedel: “I don’t consider – when we play this type of a system – Scotty [Caldwell] and Luis 
[Caicedo] defensive because we were asking them to break the lines and go forward, to be honest. And 
against Orlando, when we played them away from home, we created a lot of problems when Orlando had 
the ball, by the energy that Scotty and Luis had high up the field and then they were able to help in the 
attack. So, in this system, we worked really hard this week at making sure Scotty and Luis were not 
defensive midfielders, so to speak. I take on board, that probably more of a natural position, especially for 
Luis, would be just that, but that wasn’t the plan today and I thought Luis did very well. And you probably 
noticed, the last couple of months, Luis is starting to break the lines going forward, more and more. It’s 
just something that we’re trying to get him to do more and more.”  
 
On the clean sheet and the defensive work: 
Coach Friedel: “They obviously were missing a few players, and Dom Dwyer is an obvious handful, but I 
thought the concentration was really good by the players. I thought Michael [Mancienne] and Jalil 
[Anibaba] kept their line really well. Again, we wanted to press them and make them play the longer balls 
and [Josue] Colman’s not very big in stature. [Chris] Mueller’s not bad in the air, but he’s not going to beat 
any of our back four that was playing, on a regular basis. So, I was quite happy with doing that. We also, 
in a game like this at home, we’ve said it many times – left back is not really Kelyn Rowe’s main position. 
Not really where we want to be deploying him, but he becomes a left winger at home when teams sit 
back, and it really helps us out.”  
 
On the buildup tonight and how it seemed patient and unforced and whether or not it was a 
purposeful effort to make changes after a summer ‘rough patch’: 
Coach Friedel: “The rough patch in the summer? There’s so many games we played well and now 
people call it a rough patch and it was results-wise, without a doubt. There’s some games that we did that 
really well. Results speak for themselves, I can’t argue with that. But yeah, it’s an evolution of what we’re 
trying to do. We want to be very aggressive without the ball. That’s there for everyone to see. But with the 
ball, we want to be calm and composed and creative as well. It is an evolution. Where we’re at, they’ll be 
quite a few changes in the offseason, a lot of exciting changes that’ll happen in the offseason. You’re 
going to see some things and a lot of news that comes out with New England over the next couple of 
months, that people will start to sit back and realize. We’ve basically started our preseason tonight and 
that’s what I told the players. And everyone’s going to be fighting for their spots and the players that are 
with us are going to have to be very good and mentally and physically tough. And the one’s that aren’t, I 
wish them well when they’re not with us. And the ones we bring in are going to be excited to play here. 
So, hopefully we have some great things to come for the club.” 
 
On Cristian Penilla’s season: 
Coach Friedel: “It’s always nice as a coach when you get some players that have some, what I would 
call, uncoachable traits. Cristian Penilla is a player that could probably openly tell you, ‘I’m going to go to 
the right’, and it’s still hard to stop him because he’s so quick. You have players around the world, where 
you know what they’re going to do, and you still have a difficult time stopping him. So, he is a dynamic 
player. He is very good going forward and he’ll be an asset with this club, for hopefully a long time to 
come. A difficult player [to play against]. A little bit of an unknown when he came to the league. So, it 
helped at the beginning part of the season and then when people got to know him a little bit, there was a 
couple of games where he was stopped. But then he figured out how to go by them again, so I don’t know 
how many goals that is on the season, maybe 12. You guys would know. And that’s a really good haul for 
a player that plays on the wing.” 
 
New England Revolution Midfielder Diego Fagundez 
On the performance tonight and what clicked, despite no longer having a chance at a playoff spot: 
Fagundez: “Before the game, I think everybody mentally prepared that we needed to win no matter 
[what], and then we were going to just hope that everything went our way. But at the end of the day, when 



we found out that it wasn’t really the miracle that was supposed to happen, we still went out there. We 
wanted to perform and we wanted to make sure that we gave our fans three points today, played for 
ourselves, and make sure that everybody knew that we have a good team. We just struggled a little bit, 
but at the end of the day, like today, you see it out there—how fun it is between us and what we can do.” 
  
On what he saw from the offense tonight: 
Fagundez: “The first half, we had a lot of chances. We just weren’t really scoring, and it’s one of those 
things. We came out at halftime and we knew that we needed one. As soon as you get one, it was going 
to open up. I think in the second half, we went out there and we definitely gave it to them and won a great 
goal by Cristian Penilla—corner kick deflected, comes back, and slides it back post, so that opens it up 
for us—and then we just kept going and we knew that another one would happen and I got lucky to be in 
the right spot with a great cross by him and I got to finish it.” 
  
On whether or not he felt there was more patience with creating chances tonight: 
Fagundez: “I think our midfield definitely did a good job creating the tempo of the game, and how fast we 
wanted to go, and when it was a good time to relax and make sure that we were getting the right passes 
together—so it was an overall good game by everybody. Everybody stepped in and performed, but it’s 
kind of a sad one that it’s over right now. But we still have two more games, so we just have to make sure 
that we keep building from this and keep getting better and make sure that if we can get six points out of 
these two, at least we can get our fans happy and ourselves [happy]." 
On the overall impact that Cristian Penilla has had on the team this year: 
Fagundez: “I think [we knew] Cristian Penilla, since day one when he came, was going to be a different 
player, and he comes in here and works hard in training, and when he has those chances in the game, he 
finishes them. We try to get him the ball as much as possible and when he gets the ball, he does magic 
and then you just have to somehow be in the box; deflection—anything can happen. I think he likes the 
way we play because he gets open a lot and he can take people one-on-one, so he’s a great person to 
have on your team. If you’re playing against him, now that’s a different story—but we’re glad that he’s 
here, and hopefully we can keep him here for a while." 
 
 
 
New England Revolution Midfielder Kelyn Rowe  
  
On putting in a complete performance following the playoff elimination news: 
Rowe: “Unfortunately, we’ve felt this before. We put ourselves in a tough spot, we needed help and we 
didn’t get it. It’s one of those [where] you’re playing for a contract, you’re playing for a little bit of pride. We 
know we haven’t done well in the past and we want to make sure that our homestand still stays on a 
positive note and give something to the fans to look forward to next season. We’re not going to sit here 
and die the next two games. It’s one of those you’re just going to play for pride.” 
  
On coming out strong in the second half with two quick goals: 
Rowe: “We were playing well in the first half. We just needed to finish our chances – that final ball, that 
final finish – and you saw it in the second half. I think we’ve harped on it all year really. Today you saw a 
little bit of confidence, I guess a weight off your shoulders a little bit. These guys put the final ball together 
and I thought Diego [Fagundez] and [Cristian] Penilla did well to do so.”  
 
On playing left back against an opponent that sits back: 
Rowe: “It gives you a little more time and space on the ball. You can get forward and not have a guy 
behind me always making me stay [back] a little bit. So I have a little more time to get forward, get on the 
ball, [Cristian] Penilla and I can then work some one-two’s.”  
  
On winning for the fans: 
Rowe: “Hopefully it keeps [the fans] motivated. It hasn’t been our best year, best three years really. We 
want to give as much as we can. We’re going to come out and play as hard as we can no matter the 
result or the reason for playing. So we’re hoping they stay and please believe in us in the next year.”  
 



New England Revolution Defender Jalil Anibaba  
  
On the pregame message following the elimination news: 
Anibaba: “We have everything to play for within the locker room. We have everything to prove to 
ourselves, to the staff and more importantly our fans that have pride in our craft. We take pride in what we 
do. That’s the main reason why we’re all here, so regardless of exterior factors, we’re going to put 
everything we have out on the field until the season is done.” 
  
On the halftime message and strong second half start: 
Anibaba: “To just keep at it. Keep the tempo high and to finish the game strong—finish the game like we 
started the game. I think that’s been a problem of ours throughout the season. We’ve played parts of 
games well and parts of games not so well. Tonight, we played a complete match.” 
  
On keeping a clean sheet: 
Anibaba: “I thought the guys in front of us made our lives easy tonight. We were sharp on the ball—we 
were relentless. We kept attacking. We were pretty good in possession tonight, so that always makes our 
lives easy. As far as cleaning up what we need to clean up in the back, we’re always willing to put the 
work in on the defensive end. Tonight, it was more about being better on the ball.” 
  
On having Wilfred Zahibo, Scott Caldwell, and Luis Caicedo in front of the defense:  
Anibaba: “It’s huge. Obviously, we’ve seen from [Luis] Caicedo all year that he’s willing to die on the 
field—same with Scotty [Caldwell], same with Wilfred [Zahibo]. It’s great to have guys in front of us that 
will do the dirty work, but more importantly and on the flip side, when they get the ball they can hurt other 
teams and they can keep the ball for us as well.” 
 
 
 
Orlando City SC Head Coach James O’Connor 
 
On his overall thoughts on the game: 
O’Connor: “I think, obviously in the first half, we defended not too bad—frustrated them. Pass completion 
was low and I think we were hopeful that we were going to go out and get more from the attack—pass the 
ball with more accuracy. I think our passing accuracy was 64 or 66 percent. When you’ve got passing 
accuracy that low it becomes very difficult to impact a game going forward. When you are passing like 
that, you have to defend. We did a decent enough job in the first half. In the second half—really poor start 
to the second half. A giveaway, two very poor goals, then [we] were chasing the game two nil down.” 
 
On preparation for the final two home games: 
O’Connor: “We need to get back. We need to rest. See which players are available for the game against 
Columbus. It’ll be nice to play at home in front of our supporters, but we need to go, we need to try to 
finish the season, and try to give a level of performance that the supporters deserve.” 
 
Orlando City SC Goalkeeper Adam Grinwis 
 
On his overall emotions tonight: 
Grinwis: “It’s tricky. It’s kind of mixed emotions. Obviously, I came into this match hoping to get a result. I 
thought we dug deep in the first half, defensively. We were able to get out of the half nil-nil. You just hope 
to come in and build off that, and unfortunately, we conceded early. I tried to do my best to keep the team 
in it and get a result. Unfortunately, we fell a bit short tonight.” 
 
On preparing for a quick turnaround against Seattle on Wednesday: 
Grinwis: “You’ve got to have a short memory, and get past this quickly. We’ve got to think about it 
tonight, let it sink in and learn from it, and move on. We got two matches at home. I want to make our 
fans proud—they deserve it. We have been working hard this year, and though the results haven’t shown 
it, the fans do deserve more and we want to come out there and give it our best.” 
 


