
 
Postgame interview footage from Head Coach Brad Friedel and Revolution players can be found HERE. 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 30, 2018 

 

POSTGAME NOTES: Revolution Extend Unbeaten Run with 3-2 Win against 
D.C. United 

Penilla bags a brace, Bunbury scores 10th goal as Revs extend unbeaten run to six games 
 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. – The New England Revolution (7-4-6, 27 pts.) defeated D.C. United (2-7-4, 10 
pts.), 3-2, before a crowd of 19,371 at Gillette Stadium on Saturday evening. Cristian Penilla lifted New 
England to the win with his second brace of the season, including the opening goal in the 18

th
 minute and 

the game-winning penalty kick in the 78
th
 minute. Teal Bunbury added his 10

th
 goal of the season, setting 

a new single-season career high with 17 games still remaining in the 2018 campaign.  
 
Penilla's brace gives him eight goals on the year, which ties the Ecuadorian international with Chicago's 
Aleksandar Katai and New York City's Ismael Tajouri-Shradi for the second-most goals among MLS 
newcomers. With his 10 tallies on the year, Bunbury remains a contender in the league's Golden Boot 
race. The forward boasts the fourth most goals in MLS, trailing only Atlanta's Josef Martinez (15), New 
York's Bradley Wright-Phillips (11), and Columbus' Gyasi Zardes (11). The Revs remain unbeaten in 
games when either Bunbury (6-0-4) or Penilla (3-0-3) score a goal, and the pair has now scored in the 
same match five times. 
 
Diego Fagundez also got on the scoresheet with an assist on a milestone night for the Revolution 
Academy product. The match marked Fagundez’s 200

th
 career regular season MLS appearance and his 

150
th
 game started in MLS, making him the youngest and second-youngest player in league history to 

reach those marks, respectively, according to the Elias Sports Bureau.  
 
New England returns to action on Saturday, July 7, when the club hosts Seattle Sounders FC at Gillette 
Stadium. The match kicks off at 7:30 p.m. ET on NBC Sports Boston. Fans may also listen on the radio in 
English on 98.5 The Sports Hub and in Portuguese on 1260 AM Nossa Radio. 
 

New England Revolution 3, D.C. United 2 
June 30, 2018 – Gillette Stadium (Foxborough, Mass.) 

  
Revolution Defeat D.C. United, 3-2 

 The Revolution defeated D.C. United, 3-2, on Saturday, bringing the club’s record to 7-4-6 (27 
pts.) through 17 matches of the 2018 regular season. The Revolution are now 6-2-2 at home in 
2018. 

 The Revolution completed the month of June unbeaten with a mark of 2-0-2 in MLS play. The last 
time New England went undefeated in a single month (minimum three games) was in August 
2015 (3-0-0).  

 New England's all-time record against D.C. United moves to 27-33-12, including a 18-10-8 mark 
at home. The win marks the first time the Revolution have beaten D.C. United in MLS play since 
May 24, 2014, ending a seven-game stretch in the series without a Revs victory.  

 
Fagundez Sets MLS Record with Major Milestones  

https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/wxeznlf0gfilsgcmqdm3r6bdhfqn44jd


 Midfielder Diego Fagundez made his 200th regular season MLS appearance and 150th career 
start in tonight's contest. The Leominster, Mass. native became the sixth player in club history to 
reach 200 career appearances and the 10

th
 player in club history to reach 150 career starts. 

 At 23 years and 136 days old, Fagundez is now the youngest player in MLS history to reach 200 
career appearances, surpassing the previous record holder Eddie Gaven (23 years, 307 days), 
according to the Elias Sports Bureau. Fagundez is also the second youngest player to make 150 
career MLS starts, trailing only Gaven (22 years, 245 days).  

 With his 38
th
 career assist in the match, coming on Cristian Penilla’s opening goal, Fagundez 

(46G/38A) moves within two helpers of becoming the third Revolution player ever to record 40 
goals and 40 assists. He would join Lee Nguyen (51G/49A) and Steve Ralston (42G/73A) on that 
exclusive list. 
 

Penilla Bags Brace in Winning Effort 

 Forward Cristian Penilla found the back of the net in 18
th
 and 78

th
 minutes of tonight's contest, 

the latter proving to be a game-winning strike from the penalty spot. Penilla now has eight goals 
on the season, second most on the club behind Teal Bunbury (10).  

 With forward Teal Bunbury (10) and Penilla (eight) recording goals in tonight's match, the New 
England Revolution are one of four teams to feature at least two eight-goal scorers on the year, 
joining Atlanta United FC, the Houston Dynamo, and New York City FC.  

 Penilla’s two-goal outing marked his second brace of the season. The Ecuadorian tallied his first 
ever MLS brace when he notched two goals against Toronto FC on May 12. 

 With eight goals, the Ecuadorian international moves into a tie with Chicago's Aleksandar Katai 
and New York City's Ismael Tajouri-Shradi for the second-most goals scored among MLS 
newcomers this season. LA Galaxy’s Zlatan Ibrahimović leads MLS newcomers with nine goals.  
 

Bunbury Sets Career High with 10
th

 Goal 

 Forward Teal Bunbury scored his 10th goal of the season in first-half stoppage time, making him 
the first Revs player to hit double digits this season. His 10 tallies are tied for fourth among all 
MLS players.  

 Bunbury has now recorded 10 goals in the club's last 14 matches dating back to March 31 at 
Houston, including five goals in the club's last six matches dating back to May 26 at Vancouver. 

 The 10-goal campaign gives Bunbury his first career double-digit season in MLS. Bunbury's 
previous single-season high came in 2011, when he registered nine goals with Sporting Kansas 
City. 

 
Anibaba Records First Assist as a Revolution Player 

 Defender Jalil Anibaba recorded the assist on forward Teal Bunbury's first-half goal, giving the 
Davis, Calif. native his first assist as a Revolution player. Anibaba now has 12 helpers in his MLS 
career.  

 Anibaba continues to be a mainstay in the Revolution lineup, as he made his 16th consecutive 
start at center back. The defender has played all but 27 minutes for the Revs this year.  
 

Pair of Revs Hit Notable Milestones 

 Defender Andrew Farrell made his 175
th
 career MLS start in tonight's contest, becoming the 

seventh player in club history to start at least 175 matches as a Revolution player. 

 Midfielder Kelyn Rowe made his 192
nd

 appearance in tonight's match, seventh most among all 
players in club history, surpassing Lee Nguyen's mark of 191 career appearances. 

 
Revolution Make One Change to Starting XI 

 Revolution Head Coach Brad Friedel made one change to the club’s starting lineup from its most 
recent MLS match on June 13 at San Jose. Defender Claude Dielna replaced defender Gabriel 
Somi. 
 

GAME CAPSULE 
Referee: Allen Chapman 



Assistant Referees: Adam Wienckowski (AR1), CJ Morgante (AR2) 
Fourth Official: Alan Kelly 
VAR: Geoff Gamble 
Weather: 83 Degrees and Clear 
Attendance: 19,371 
 
Scoring Summary: 
NE – Cristian Penilla 7 (Krisztián Németh 2, Diego Fagundez 6) 18' 
DC – Yamil Asad 6 (Zoltán Stieber 4) 43' 
NE – Teal Bunbury 10 (Jalil Anibaba 1) 45'+1' 
DC – Yamil Asad 7 (Penalty Kick) 73' 
NE – Cristian Penilla 8 (Penalty Kick) 78' 
 
Misconduct Summary:  
NE – Antonio Delamea (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 27' 
NE – Luis Caicedo (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 41' 
DC – Oniel Fisher (Yellow Card – Dissent) 78' 
DC – Darren Mattocks (Yellow Card – Dissent) 79' 
 
New England Revolution: Matt Turner; Claude Dielna ©, Jalil Anibaba, Antonio Delamea, Andrew 
Farrell; Wilfried Zahibo (Kelyn Rowe HT), Luis Caicedo; Cristian Penilla, Diego Fagundez (Scott Caldwell 
90'+2'), Krisztián Németh (Juan Agudelo HT); Teal Bunbury 
  
Substitutes Not Used: Brad Knighton, Gabriel Somi, Zachary Herivaux, Brandon Bye 
  
D.C. United: David Ousted; Oniel Fisher, Steve Birnbaum, Frederic Brillant (Patrick Mullins 89'), Jalen 
Robinson (Junior Moreno 87'); Chris Durkin; Yamil Asad, Luciano Acosta, Ian Harkes (Bruno Miranda 
85'), Zoltan Stieber; Darren Mattocks 
  
Substitutes Not Used: Steve Clark, Jared Jeffrey, Russell Canouse, Dane Kelly 
                  

New England Revolution Team Statistics D.C. United 

14 (4) Shots (on Target) 13 (7) 

5 Saves 1 

4 Corner Kicks 5 

0 Offsides 2 

11 Fouls 9 

366 (71%) Passes Attempted (% Completed) 460 (81%) 

45.4% Possession 54.6% 

 
MEDIA RESOURCES 

2018 Schedule | Roster | Videos | YouTube | Photos  
Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | SoundCloud | Soundbytes/B-Roll 

Social: NERevolution | #NERevs 

 

https://www.revolutionsoccer.net/media/broadcast-information
https://www.revolutionsoccer.net/schedule
http://www.revolutionsoccer.net/players
http://www.revolutionsoccer.net/video
http://www.youtube.com/user/neRevolutionSoccer
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nerevolution
https://twitter.com/nerevolution
https://www.facebook.com/nerevolution
http://instagram.com/nerevolution
https://soundcloud.com/revolution-communications
https://mlssoccer.box.com/media


 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION POSTGAME QUOTES 
New England Revolution 3 vs. D.C. United 2 

Saturday, June 30, 2018 
 

New England Revolution Head Coach Brad Friedel 
 
On the halftime message and the response of the squad: 
Coach Friedel: “I felt, up until we scored the first goal, we were the better team on the front foot and I 
think we were the ones creating the chances. We were the ones that had possession. After we scored the 
goal, [we] completely stopped playing. We gave them a little bit of confidence. They started playing 
through us, almost at will and we stopped moving when we had the ball. So, I really wasn’t happy at 
halftime. We had to make some adjustments. Yes, some words were said, but nothing that’s too different, 
that you wouldn’t do when you just want to try to win. And, thankfully, we got the three points. I think it’s a 
sign of a very good team, when you’re not at your absolute best and you can get the three points.” 
 
On the importance of the Andrew Farrell run that led to the Penalty Kick: 
Coach Friedel: “Yeah. We’re forever telling Andrew [Farrell] to take people on. We’re also telling him to 
go on the outside to get to the endline and he cut in again. This time, it worked in our favor. Andrew has 
been an essential part to the team. He’s been getting better and better as each game goes along, great 
on and off the field. And we’re very, very happy with his contribution, especially in the second half.” 
 
On what the halftime message was: 
Coach Friedel: “There were a lot of different messages. Those messages stay within the team. I didn’t 
think we were exceptionally good on the ball and needed to be better in the second half. I thought, the 
start of the second half, we were. And listen, D.C.[United]'s is a good team. I don’t think you can 
realistically look at where they are in the table, with all the away games that they’ve had. And even their 
home games, they haven’t had at a home stadium yet. They have some very good players. [Luciano] 
Acosta’s very difficult to close down. He pops up in lots of different areas of the field. I think [Yamil] 
Asad’s a very good player. [Darren] Mattocks is a handful. Steve [Birnbaum] was a handful. They have 
some very good players on the field. I mean, all in all, we’ll take the three points and walk away happy, 
but we know that we have to improve in certain areas.” 
 
On the disappointment in the amount of set pieces the Revolution conceded: 
Coach Friedel: “Yeah.  One of the things we spoke about, was not conceding silly free kicks outside the 
box and also, communicating and concentrating on all set pieces, whether it be corner kicks, wide free 
kicks, or deliveries from central areas. So, we knew that they were gifted at that. So, of course, when you 
can see those chances, you’re not going to be happy. I thought Matt Turner came up with an outstanding 
save in the first half on one of them. And Matt’s been doing that regularly this year.” 
 
On the focus and development of Matt Turner distributing from the back: 
Coach Friedel: “Ruben Garcia, our goalkeeping coach, has worked with all three goalkeepers, from day 
one, on the distribution and what we want from the goalkeepers. And Matt [Turner], again, he’s another 
one, that’s getting better and better at what we want to do. I think the last two games now, we’ve scored 
from counterattacks starting from him. The San Jose game, maybe. I think it did. And that’s one of our 
weapons that we have, one of our strengths. People know how quick Cristian Penilla is going forward and 
Diego [Fagundez] and Juan [Agudelo] and Krisztián Németh and Teal [Bunbury] and the rest of the 
players that we have. So, Matt’s starting to get the gist of that, yes.”  
 
New England Revolution Forward Teal Bunbury 
  
On the message Head Coach Brad Friedel had for the team at halftime: 
Bunbury: “I won’t really repeat all that went on at halftime, but he was upset—and I think rightfully so. I 
think we let D.C. dictate the tempo too much. We were strung out. We were trying to put pressure and 
they were finding a way through us, so the halftime talk was warranted but I think we came out in the 
second half and we took it to them. We were able to put pressure on them. We were able to get more 



compact and get on the same page. There was still a little bit of back and forth, but in the MLS, a lot of 
games are really close and we were able to get three points.” 
  
On how difficult it was to break down D.C. United: 
Bunbury: “I think we did a good job. I think we were able to switch the ball quite a bit. We were also able 
to get some 2-v-1s, get some crosses in there. We were able to get a penalty. We were able to open 
them up quite a bit. D.C. is a good team and they came in and they battled, but I think it was a lot of it is 
tough, competitive football.” 
 
On what he saw on his goal in first-half stoppage time: 
Bunbury: “It was actually, I think, Jalil [Anibaba] who played the ball. He was telling me to creep over, 
and he played a good ball. I think the center back misjudged it and I saw that it was going to go over our 
head. I was just hoping the keeper wasn’t coming out. He didn’t come out and I just wanted to slide past 
him. Pretty clear cut.” 
 
On being one of the most efficient strikers in MLS in terms of shots on target this season: 
Bunbury: “I don’t think there’s a big secret to it. I think it’s hard work. I think it’s guys putting you in good 
positions, just having confidence, having the knack for goal. I think for me, my style is trying to work hard 
for my teammates, for myself, and trying to put myself in the best position to score. I don’t think there’s a 
secret recipe to it. I think it’s just being attentive and trying to have a killer instinct.” 
 
On playing for a head coach who has confidence in him: 
Bunbury: “I think it’s great when a coach has confidence in you, when your teammates are pumping you 
up, and you want to work hard and prove to them, prove to yourself as well, and to your family, and all 
those things—I think it’s great. I think everybody’s had a great season. There’s a lot of guys on this team 
that have been putting the work in—and a lot of stuff media and fans don’t see—we’re putting that work 
in. We just try to make sure that we’re winning games on the weekend.” 
 
On Matt Turner's distribution leading to scoring chances: 
Bunbury: “His development has been unbelievable and we really do stress that in trainings, especially 
when we have guys with speed on this team. We try to catch teams sleeping. A lot of times when 
opponents are putting numbers forward, they’re not really thinking defensively and I think we try to exploit 
teams in that way. He’s being very decisive in where he’s playing his balls and it’s been a lot of fun.” 
 
New England Revolution Midfielder Diego Fagundez 
 
On starting the three-game home stand with a win: 
Fagundez: “I think it’s huge. We’ve been talking about it. We have three home games and we want nine 
points out of it. If we lose any points, we’re going to be disappointed. Today was a tough game. I don’t 
think it was our best performance, but at the end of the day we got three points. Now we have to keep 
going and prepare for the next one.” 
 
On getting the win despite a sub-optimal performance: 
Fagundez: “I think that’s huge. Sometimes you don’t play the prettiest game, but you can win games and 
that's what you want. At the end of the day, when our team is scoring goals and we're playing great, then 
we know we can win these games. But when we’re playing bad, we can still fight and come up with the 
results. Today was one of those games that, it wasn’t our best play but we came out with the result, we 
won at home, and that’s what we wanted.” 
 
On walking onto the field pregame with his daughter Maria: 
Fagundez: “It was amazing, especially knowing that it was my 200

th
 game and 150

th
 start. So, it was a 

good way just to do it. I probably could’ve waited a couple more weeks—she’s still little—but it was still a 
memory I’m going to have for a long time. Hopefully, a lot more games to come and hopefully she can 
come and next time she’ll be walking." 
 
On making his 200

th
 MLS appearance and 150

th
 start: 



Fagundez: “It was another game for me. I wasn’t really focusing on my 200
th
 [appearance], 150

th
 start. 

Numbers will come and go, records will be broken, and people can break them the next time. I just have 
to keep playing my best game. At the end of the day, people are going to notice you when you’re playing 
well. Right now, I’m just trying to help out my team as much as possible, make sure we’re winning games, 
and making it far.” 
 
New England Revolution Goalkeeper Matt Turner 
 
On his diving save on a free kick in the first half: 
Turner: “Sometimes it’s hard to see the ball, you just hold your position, you wait, and you react the best 
you can. Guys like to hit free kicks a lot in training, so I’ve gotten a lot of practice on them this year. It’s 
something I wanted to work on because I actually got scored on a lot in Richmond last year on free kicks, 
so it’s been a point of emphasize for me and I was lucky enough to make the save and keep us in it.” 
 
On his distribution leading to scoring chances: 
Turner:  “We have a pretty dynamic front four guys. You can see that every time you give them some 
space, they run free and they look really dangerous. The more we can get them the ball in those open 
spaces, the better. I'm lucky enough that I'm able to do that a couple times by securing the crosses. I 
think overall I was pretty disappointed with how my distribution was, especially in the first half. Something 
to just keep improving on.” 
 
On the team's response in the second half: 
Turner: “That’s been the motto [for] us this year. We’ve just grinded games out and found a way to get 
points in tough times. This was one of our worst performances of the season and we still got three at 
home. Credit to the fans, credit to the guys, they kept us in it and kept us going and we were able to come 
out with three." 
 
D.C. United Head Coach Ben Olsen 
 
On both sides trading goals tonight: 
Coach Olsen: “It’s very frustrating. It’s been a trend this season where we're in the game, we're able to 
get the lead consistently, but we’ve lost too many leads. It’s something we're learning to deal with, but it’s 
got to get better. It's got to get better quickly."   
 
On generating adequate chances: 
Coach Olsen: "I think we're a good team, I think we had chances, and that’s not the issue. We score 
goals on the road for fun. It’s the other part that has to get better. How we understand which moments are 
going to matter and get us the points. That has been a little bit of a struggle. We're a young team and 
there’s a whole bunch of excuses. We're on the road for what seems like forever, but I’m running out of 
excuses. We’ve got to start getting some of these points that are out there. Otherwise, you don't get to 
your goals—and that's the postseason.” 
 
On things stacking up at the right time to turn things around: 
Coach Olsen: “Every time I go into a game, I think we can win. Again, it’s not the end of the world. We 
lost a game in the MLS. The issue currently is how do we, when we do get a lead or get ourselves back 
into the game, how we manage that. It’s not up to snuff. I’m part of that solution, so I’ve got to work on 
myself as well.” 
 
On if there are enough games left in the season to make the playoffs: 
Coach Olsen: “We have 15 home games to produce a marker and a few away games in there sprinkled 
in there as well. So, there’s still a lot of games to be played. We have a few fewer than most teams 
because of the schedule, so there’s plenty of opportunity to rack up points. We won't do that if we don’t 
solve this issue of being able to deal with leads. It’s me, it's the players, everybody needs to take a little 
more responsibility on making sure they’re trying to get us to where be—and that's finding ways to win 
games. Sometimes with young teams that’s a learned behavior. Wayne [Rooney], an experienced guy 
coming in, I’m sure will help with a little bit of that.” 



 
On Wayne Rooney providing a spark to the team: 
Coach Olsen: “Yes, it has and it will and I think we’ve got a job to do Wednesday, and that’s go to LA 
and bring home some points there. When we get back, the excitement of the new stadium and the 
excitement of Wayne’s [Rooney] arrival, that’s real. Whether that comes our way or not, the issues are 
still the issues. We’ve got to look at ourselves and solve those, because those will be the issues at home 
with or without Wayne [Rooney].” 
 
On Rooney's leadership role: 
Coach Olsen: “I’ve had plenty of chats with Wayne. I think he’ll help in a bunch of different categories—
on the field, in the locker room, obviously in the community. From a club standpoint, outside of the field, 
he checks a lot of boxes.” 
 
D.C. United Midfielder Ian Harkes  
 
On not getting any points in a close game: 
Harkes: “I think It’s tough. We are disappointed with ourselves, because we think that was a team we 
could have gotten three points from. We started a little bit slow, and got back into it twice only to come 
down again. Unfortunately, the last call I thought was a little questionable, but we fought our way back, 
but we should have done better with it.” 
 
On if there has been an increase in energy from the team following the Rooney signing: 
Harkes: “Yeah, of course. I think we all want to play hard every game, regardless of a new signing, but 
it’s going to be huge to play with [him]. Everyone is looking forward to that, but we’ve got to get these next 
points on the road before we get back to playing with him and opening our new field.” 
 
On how much of a grind the early part of the season has been: 
Harkes: “It has been tough. We’re trying to pick up points here and there when we can, but we talked 
about it in there at halftime. There were just too many moments where we are just letting ourselves down 
and we’ve got to change that. We need to look at the film and look at each other, and hold each other 
accountable and make sure that doesn’t happen moving forward now that we have our home stretch of 
games.” 
 
On if the addition of Wayne Rooney is the boost that D.C. United needs right now:  
Harkes: “Yeah, for sure. I think to get back home and get the crowd behind us, have him come in and 
definitely bolster the team is going to be huge for us. The next couple of weeks are going to be big and 
hopefully we can grab points and get back on track.” 
 
On if it will be surreal to play with someone like Rooney: 
Harkes: “It definitely is going to take a little bit to get used to. But, we’re all soccer players, we are all 
professional soccer players, so hopefully he’s going to come in and be ready to work and so are we, so 
it’s going to be fun.” 
 
On if Rooney will take the offense to a new level: 
Harkes: “He’s going to bring that finishing touch and a little bit of that game-changing mentality that we 
need right now. We have been creating goals this year, and we’ve been setting it up, but to bring in a guy 
like that definitely can’t hurt you, so it’s going to be fun.” 
 
D.C. United Defender Steve Birnbaum 
 
On D.C. United’s performance: 
Birnbaum: “Frustrating. I think the struggles continued a little bit for us. I thought we did well to fight back 
and tie it up and then we give up a PK. I’ll have to look at the PK and see if – I don’t know what it looked 
like, but they obviously controlled the game for the most part and stayed in our half. So, I think it was 
tough for us to get out, but once we did we had some good opportunities and obviously we scored two 
goals away, so we’ve got to do better defensively to not let three goals in and I think they’re easy fixes, to 



be honest. I think if we look back at the film, we’re going to see that we can’t give up that goal before half. 
I think that was a real bad one to give up for us. We came out well in the second half, but it just wasn’t 
enough tonight.” 
 
On what the message was at halftime: 
Birnbaum: “The message at halftime was that it’s not good enough. We came out with a little more 
energy, obviously, we sat back a little bit, but we had some counter attacks that I thought were 
productive, and guys worked defensively. We got the goal that we needed to tie it up and maybe we 
could’ve pushed for a third, but they got the third and that’s the way the game went.” 
 
On if there’s a sense of excitement with the Wayne Rooney signing two days ago: 
Birnbaum: “Yeah, I think so. I think right now though, we’re still focused on the road trip. We’ve got 
another four days, five days on the road. So, our focus right now is on LA, but obviously in the back of our 
minds, we’re ready to get back to our stadium and open that thing up and we need to start winning.” 
 
On if the Rooney signing and opening the new stadium is going to help the team get over the 
hump: 
Birnbaum: “You don’t know how it’s going to play out, but we’re excited to have him. We’re excited for a 
new stadium, we want to get the wins there. We want to make the playoffs this year, that’s our first goal. If 
we do that we’ll have a chance at whatever, but, we’ve got to start winning and hopefully this stadium 
opening and Wayne [Rooney] coming will give us some momentum to do that.” 
 
On if the stadium and Rooney will help get the team back into contention: 
Birnbaum: “I think you’ve seen in this league that you can go on a string of runs and then all of a sudden 
you’re above the red line. We’re not necessarily waiting for our backs to be up against the wall and have 
to win every game to make the playoffs, because that’s not what you want, that’s absurd. We know we’ve 
left a lot of points out there, which hurts a little bit for us. So, just getting home and making sure we rack 
up wins in front of our home fans would be big for us.”  
   
On if adding a veteran like Rooney to a younger team will make a major difference: 
Birnbaum: “He’s an all-time player, having him on our team is awesome. You know, I’m excited to get 
him in the lineup and have him play and get him out there training and get to know him a little bit and 
know his tendencies. We’re just excited to have him come here and he wants to win, that’s his main goal. 
I’ve already met with him and he said he wanted to win. That was the first thing he said, so I’m excited to 
get him here and hopefully we can get the wins he’s looking for.”  

 


