
 

 

 
Postgame interview footage from Head Coach Brad Friedel and Revolution players can be found HERE. 

Postgame quotes are available in the attached document.  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 12, 2018 

 

POSTGAME NOTES: Penilla Brace Lifts Revolution to 3-2 Win vs. Toronto FC 
Penilla scores fastest brace in Revs history; Bunbury adds goal and assist in win 

 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. – The New England Revolution (5-3-2; 17 pts.) defeated Toronto FC (2-6-1; 7 pts.), 3-2, 
before a crowd of 19,596 at Gillette Stadium on Saturday evening. Revolution midfielder Cristian Penilla 
registered the quickest brace in club history by scoring twice in the first seven minutes of the match. Forward Teal 
Bunbury added his league-leading fourth game-winning goal on the other side of halftime to secure all three 
points for New England against the defending MLS Cup champions.  
 
With two goals in tonight's contest, Penilla now owns four goals and four assists through 10 appearances. The 
Ecuadorian newcomer is tied for fourth among all MLS players in combined goals and primary assists on the 
season with eight. Bunbury brought his goals scored total on the year to five, which is best among Revolution 
players and the third highest total in the league. He also distributed his first assist of the season on Penilla's first 
goal in the fourth minute.  
 
Defender Andrew Farrell picked up his first assist of the season as well, playing a well-weighted ball to Bunbury 
that led to the game-winning goal in the 46

th
 minute. In addition, Homegrown Player Zachary Herivaux played an 

MLS single-game career-high 23 minutes after replacing Kelyn Rowe as a substitute in the 67
th
 minute. Herivaux 

won three fouls and recorded 18 touches in his second-half shift.  
 
New England will train in Foxborough this week before returning to action next Saturday, May 19, when the club 
hosts Columbus Crew SC at Gillette Stadium for the sides’ second meeting of the season. The match kicks off at 
7:30 p.m. ET and will be broadcast locally on NBC Sports Boston. Fans may also listen on the radio in English on 
98.5 The Sports Hub and in Portuguese on 1570 WMVX Nossa Radio.  
 

New England Revolution 3, Toronto FC 2 
May 12, 2018 – Gillette Stadium (Foxborough, Mass.) 

  
Revolution Defeat Toronto FC, 3-2 

 The Revolution defeated Toronto FC, 3-2, on Saturday, improving the club’s record to 5-3-2 (17 pts.) 
through 10 matches of the 2018 regular season. New England currently sits in fifth place in the Eastern 
Conference table. 

 New England's all-time record against Toronto FC improves to 13-6-9, including a 10-2-4 mark at home. 

 The Revolution are now unbeaten against Toronto FC in seven consecutive home matches (5-0-2) dating 
back to Oct. 25, 2014. 

 
Penilla Records Fastest Two Goals in Club History Fastest 

 Midfielder Cristian Penilla recorded his third and fourth goals of the season in quick succession, scoring 
just four minutes apart in the fourth and seventh minutes of play. 

https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/3bgkls61mgxdajuvfxcbh0j78jh2c0ic


 

 

 According to the Elias Sports Bureau, Penilla’s brace was the fastest in Revolution history to begin a 
match. He surpasses the previous fastest mark of 18 minutes set by Taylor Twellman vs. Toronto FC on 
April 14, 2007.  

 The two-goal performance marks Penilla's first MLS/Revolution brace. He is the second player to 
accomplish the feat this season, joining Wilfried Zahibo, who tallied twice in the Revolution's 4-2 loss to 
Montreal on May 5. 

 
Bunbury Scores Revolution Leading Fifth Goal, Adds Assist 

 Forward Teal Bunbury notched his team-leading fifth goal of the season in the 46
th
 minute of tonight's 

match. The goal is Bunbury's 41
st
 career MLS tally and his 12

th
 in the club's last 26 matches dating back 

to July 5, 2017 vs. New York. 

 Bunbury now has now scored four game-winning goals this season to lead all MLS players. His five goals 
are tied for the sixth most in MLS to date.  

 In addition, Bunbury recorded his first assist of the season on Cristian Penilla's fourth minute goal. 
Bunbury has now notched 22 assists in his career, including 15 as a Revolution player. 

 
Herivaux Makes 2018 MLS Debut 

 Revolution Homegrown midfielder Zachary Herivaux made his 2018 MLS debut in tonight's match when 
he replaced Kelyn Rowe in the 67

th
 minute.  

 Herivaux's 23 minutes played is the longest appearance of his career, edging out his 22 minutes played 
vs. Philadelphia on Aug. 13, 2016. 

 The appearance is Herivaux's first appearance since he played one minute as a substitute on Oct. 23, 
2016 vs. Montreal.  

 
Tierney Matches Heaps for Third-Most Revs Appearances 

 Defender Chris Tierney made his third appearance of the season and his first start of 2018 in tonight’s 
match.  

 The game marks Tierney’s 243
rd

 regular season MLS appearance, moving him into a tie with Jay Heaps 
for the third-most games played in Revs history. Tierney and Heaps trail only Matt Reis (254) and Shalrie 
Joseph (261) on the club’s all-time chart. 
 

Revolution Make Four Changes to Starting XI  

 Revolution Head Coach Brad Friedel made four changes to the club’s starting lineup from its most recent 
MLS match on May 5 at Montreal. Midfielder Scott Caldwell replaced midfielder Wilfried Zahibo, 
midfielder Kelyn Rowe replaced forward Juan Agudelo, defender Antonio Delamea replaced defender 
Claude Dielna, and defender Chris Tierney replaced defender Gabriel Somi at left back. 
 

GAME CAPSULE 
  

Referee: Mark Geiger 
Assistant Referees: Frank Anderson (AR1), Danny Thornberry (AR2) 
Fourth Official: David Barrie 
VAR: Luis Guardia 
Weather: 51 Degrees and Cloudy 
Attendance: 19,596 
 
Scoring Summary: 
NE – Cristian Penilla 3 (Teal Bunbury 1) 4' 
NE – Cristian Penilla 4 (Unassisted) 7' 
NE – Teal Bunbury 5 (Andrew Farrell 1) 46'  
TOR – Antonio Delamea (Own Goal) 55' 
TOR – Sebastian Giovinco (Penalty Kick) 89' 
 
Misconduct Summary:  
NE – Chris Tierney (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 23'  



 

 

NE – Scott Caldwell (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 39' 
NE – Luis Caicedo (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 67' 
NE – Diego Fagundez (Yellow Card – Time Wasting) 73' 
TOR – Sebastian Giovinco (Red Card – Violent Conduct) 90' 
 
New England Revolution: Matt Turner; Chris Tierney, Antonio Delamea, Jalil Anibaba, Andrew Farrell; Scott 
Caldwell © (Wilfried Zahibo 85'), Luis Caicedo; Cristian Penilla, Diego Fagundez, Kelyn Rowe (Zachary Herivaux 
66'); Teal Bunbury (Krisztián Németh 82') 
  
Substitutes Not Used: Brad Knighton, Gabriel Somi, Claude Dielna, Brandon Bye 
  
Toronto FC: Alex Bono; Jason Hernandez, Ryan Telfer, Auro; Michael Bradley ©, Marky Delgado, Ager Aketxe 
(Chris Mavinga 61'), Jonathan Osorio; Jay Chapman (Victor Vazquez 70'), Jordan Hamilton, Tosaint Ricketts 
(Sebastian Giovinco 60') 
  
Substitutes Not Used: Clint Irwin, Ashtone Morgan, Liam Fraser, Mariano Mino 
                                                                                           

New England Revolution Team Statistics Toronto FC 

15 (8) Shots (on Target) 17 (6) 

5 Saves 5 

5 Corner Kicks 8 

0 Offsides 3 

16 Fouls 9 

361 (70%) Passes Attempted (% Completed) 561 (81%) 

39.2% Possession 60.8% 

 
MEDIA RESOURCES 

2018 Schedule | Roster | Videos | YouTube | Photos  
Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | SoundCloud | Soundbytes/B-Roll 

Social: NERevolution | #NERevs 

  
 
 

  

https://www.revolutionsoccer.net/media/broadcast-information
https://www.revolutionsoccer.net/schedule
http://www.revolutionsoccer.net/players
http://www.revolutionsoccer.net/video
http://www.youtube.com/user/neRevolutionSoccer
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nerevolution
https://twitter.com/nerevolution
https://www.facebook.com/nerevolution
http://instagram.com/nerevolution
https://soundcloud.com/revolution-communications
https://mlssoccer.box.com/media


 

 

 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION POSTGAME QUOTES 
New England Revolution 3 vs. Toronto FC 2 

Saturday, May 12, 2018 
 

New England Revolution Head Coach Brad Friedel 
 
On how the high-pressing style of play helped to dictate the outcome of the game: 
Coach Friedel: “When we play against teams who like to build out of the back – and Toronto is one of those 
teams and they’re very, very good at it – we like to high press and force them into mistakes. They’ve had a lot of 
injuries across the backline, as you saw with Michael Bradley playing in the back four in the first half for them, and 
he’s naturally a midfielder. We felt that if we won the ball high up the field, we could expose the back four, which 
we did on numerous occasions.” 
 
On the changes made to the starting lineup and how the team responded: 
Coach Friedel: “I thought our second half performance against Montreal was very, very poor, very 
uncharacteristic of us. I said all along, players that work hard in training always have a chance to play. All these 
players have trained very, very hard. Toni Delamea has trained very hard since he was replaced by Jalil 
[Anibaba]. Chris Tierney trains hard every single day. Kelyn Rowe, coming back from injury and you’ve seen him 
on the training ground working very hard and so on and so forth. Also, we were very close to starting Zach 
Herivaux. He has been doing excellent in training. I’m really happy that he was able to come on in the second 
half. So, the players that were left out, they have every chance to play the next game. We have a really good 
squad. You’re going see some rotation of the squad, but you’re going to see players fight for their places and 
that’s the way it’s going to be here.” 
 
On Matt Turner’s performance: 
Coach Friedel: "Excellent. Matt [Turner] had a very good game. I think, whenever I look at saves, when I played 
and when I look now, is would you blame the goalkeeper if the ball went in and if you wouldn’t have, then that’s a 
great save. And I think the one low, down to his left, was a great save. It was a big moment, because we had 
spurned two, three, or even four chances. And at two-nil, getting back to two-one would’ve put a completely 
different complexion on the game. So, Matt’s performed every single game for us very well. Tonight was no 
different.” 
 
On Zachary Herivaux’s performance: 
Coach Friedel: “He was excellent when he came on. Not easy. Pace of the game was really high. They put on 
[Sebastian] Giovinco. They put on [Victor] Vazquez. They put on [Chris] Mavinga. Fresh legs. The tempo of their 
play rose and I thought Zach coped very, very well.” 
 
On starting Scott Caldwell over Wilfried Zahibo: 
Coach Friedel: “Scotty [Caldwell], we asked him to push up higher. So, because we wanted him up higher, that’s 
a different skill set than what Wilfried [Zahibo] has. Wilfried will have every chance of playing in the next game. 
Wilfried played very, very well against Columbus Crew the last time [on April 21] and it was a tactical change – 
nothing more, nothing less.” 
 
On Teal Bunbury’s fit into the system and whether he  is having a career year: 
Coach Friedel: “I can’t talk about Teal [Bunbury] in the past. I can only talk about what we’ve seen from Teal 
from day one that we came in. We tried him as an eleven, we tried him as a seven, and we tried him as a nine in 
preseason. With his skill set that he has, and in our system, he fits perfectly a number nine. He works really hard 
every single day. And I don’t mean just running around hard – at his game, where he should run, how he should 
run, on his touch, on his finishing. We just like what we’ve seen from day one. Teal nearly didn’t make the game 
today because of a bout of food poisoning that he had a couple days ago. Again, you see the character that Teal 
has, to go out to complete 80 minutes in the fashion that he did, it’s truly outstanding.”  
 
On the importance of not losing back to back games: 
Coach Friedel: “In my playing career, the most successful coaches and the best coaches, they always said the 
best teams never lose two in a row. I think if you live by that, you can start to get runs together and have 



 

 

successful seasons. Winning is contagious and losing is contagious and you don’t want to start losing on a normal 
basis. I’m not saying it’s never going to happen, but it’s something I try to preach to the players and our staff tries 
to preach to the players all the time. I think this was another really good character check on our team after that 
second half performance against Montreal, to play against a very good Toronto team in the manner that we did.” 
 
New England Revolution Forward Teal Bunbury 
  
On the game plan in the first 10 minutes of the game: 
Bunbury: “I think our game plan was just to put pressure on whoever had the ball in the back. We wanted to start 
out the first 15 minutes making them feel uneasy, uncomfortable, and I think we were able to do that. Great 
pressure from Diego [Fagundez], from all the guys up front – Kelyn [Rowe], [Cristian] Penilla, Scotty [Caldwell]. 
Everyone was putting the work in and we were able to capitalize [on] Penilla using his pace – two quick goals and 
that really set the tone for us. I think we kind of let up a little bit, but we still were putting a lot of pressure on them 
throughout the full 90 minutes, and that’s the most important thing.” 
  
On not having Sebastian Giovinco on the pitch for the majority of the game: 
Bunbury: “Obviously, he’s a great player, but Toronto still has great guys and great players that can step up as 
well, so we don’t really pay attention too much about that. We’re wary of certain key players, but whoever’s on the 
field, we’re going to do our job and make sure that we’re all bought in together, and we’re doing things that we 
can control. We can’t control the other team and who they’re going to put out on the field. We only can control 
who we’re going to put out there and who’s going to work hard and that’s what we did.” 
 
On the impact of Scott Caldwell starting in place of Wilfried Zahibo: 
Bunbury: “I think there’s a lot of players that can start over a lot of different players. That’s just how much depth 
we have and I think they’re both key players for us. They both can play together and you’ve seen that. They both 
work hard, they both are good at distributing the ball, so it’s great to be able to have all this depth and all these 
players that are talented enough to be starting.” 
 
On if the early success led to the aggressive approach to get the third goal in the second half:  
Bunbury: “I think it did. We wanted to come out strong in the first half, and then we knew that if we didn’t match 
or exceed their intensity starting the second half, that they could come and maybe get a goal early and that could 
kind of change the dynamics. We really wanted to start out hot in the second half, and we were able to do that. 
There was a little bit of some chaos there at the end, but we stuck to it and we got three points, and that’s all that 
matters, is winning.” 
 
On if the pass from Andrew Farrell was one of his best and if it was the result of the system or style of 
play: 
Bunbury: “He works on it in training, and the style – I mean, he’s always looking forward. He’s had a lot of great 
passes, so I don’t think that’s his greatest one, but he’s aware of the game. He knows where he is, he knows I like 
to make runs like that, and if it’s not myself, someone else [is] making a run. He led me nicely and I just had to 
finish the rest of it.”  
 
On what this win does for the group’s confidence, coming off a loss in Montreal: 
Bunbury: “It never feels good to lose a game, so obviously being able to win [tonight], our confidence is high, but 
I don’t think that loss [to Montreal] changed our confidence. I still feel like we were a team that was cohesive. We 
still had confidence, knew that we could still play. We know the season’s long and we know that there were key 
moments in that Montreal game that we didn’t like, but we knew that there were some things that we did well. We 
tried to correct those things that we didn’t do too well, and I think we showed tonight against Toronto that we’re a 
quality team.” 
 
On if he feels he’s putting away chances at a better rate than in the past: 
Bunbury: “I feel good. It feels great to score goals, especially as a center forward. I’d be lying if I said it doesn’t 
feel good, but I don’t really sit there and think of the ratio and all that. I just think of what can I do in the next 
scenario to help my team, if that’s putting pressure on the center back, if that’s getting an assist, if that’s tracking 
back – all those things are part of my game.” 
 



 

 

New England Revolution Midfielder Zachary Herivaux 
  
On playing 23 minutes on tonight's match: 
Herivaux: “[Brad Friedel]’s always been telling me to work hard in training and that’s what I’ve been doing. I 
always put my head down and just work and wait for my opportunity. I knew it was going to come this season and 
it came, so when I got the opportunity I just wanted to work hard and help the team out.” 
  
On his performance today: 
Herivaux: “I just want to go out there and work hard and help my teammates. Whatever position that I’m in, I’m 
going to do my best and I was able to do that tonight. I’m happy with the three points.” 
  
On what made him feel he'd have the chance to play extended minutes this year: 
Herivaux: “First thing, I got a phone call from Brad [Friedel] before the season started and he said the guys who 
work hard in training are going to get a chance. Doesn’t matter what your name is, doesn’t matter how much you 
make. If you work hard in training, you’ll get an opportunity. I knew I was going to be able to do that this year and 
I’m glad he was able to give me the opportunity.” 
  
On if he felt he got a fair shot to play last season: 
Herivaux: “It’s a different situation. We were in a tough situation all [last] season. We weren’t performing, so it 
was difficult to take risks. I’m not going to talk about that subject, I’m just moving on.” 
  
On his preferred position to play: 
Herivaux: "He [Brad Friedel] just views me as a midfielder. Whatever position I’m out there, I just play. Whether 
it’s the eight, six, ten, it doesn’t matter. They train me in all three of those positions so I’m prepared.” 
  
On gaining more confidence from the coaching staff: 
Herivaux: “They always push me, they always keep me involved, update me on how I’m doing. They always 
make me feel like I have an opportunity ahead of me. I keep working hard in training and I know that they keep 
looking at training to see how hard I’m working, so hopefully I get more opportunities.” 
  
On his hard work paying off: 
Herivaux: “It’s just a start, so I need to keep doing it. Hopefully, I help the team get more results like this.” 
 
New England Revolution Defender Andrew Farrell 
  
On the keys to sustaining quick starts to each half: 
Farrell: “Obviously fitness, we keep working on that. I think the guys up top did well. The circumstances – this is 
probably one of the hardest games we played. Toronto is a great team, we knew what dangers they have, guys 
like [Michael] Bradley, [Sebastian] Giovinco, [Jay] Chapman is a good player, [Jonathan] Osorio, [Marky] Delgado. 
They’ve got national team guys, so they’re a really good team. So it always feels good to beat a good team, even 
though in the second half we let ourselves out of the game a little bit, but it’s always [good] to get three points.” 
  
On playing with a new combination of players at center back: 
Farrell: “Everybody on this team can jump in and play when their name is called upon. Toni [Delamea] came 
back in and did well, Chris [Tierney] did well, Kelyn [Rowe] did well. All the guys who came in gave us a spark and 
got us that jumpstart we needed. We didn’t withhold it all the 90 minutes, but it was good to see those guys 
perform and get a result.” 
  
On connecting with Teal Bunbury for his assist: 
Farrell: “If I see Teal [Bunbury] open, [we knew] they had a slow backline tonight with their center backs out, so I 
knew he was going to be in a good spot. He’s been making runs all game, all year, that’s why he’s got so many 
goals this year. He’s been working really hard, so you’ve got to feed those guys the ball; him, [Cristian] Penilla, 
Diego [Fagundez], Kelyn [Rowe], Nemo [Krisztián Nemeth], Juan [Agudelo], all those guys. Get those guys the 
ball, it’s what they’re getting paid to do. He scored a goal, so he did well.” 
  
On Brad Friedel’s system allowing him to get further up field: 



 

 

Farrell: “It does, [Brad Friedel] wants us getting forward and high and getting up and down and keep the ball. It’s 
a lot easier than when we lose it and turn the ball over its just deadly. So we’ve got to keep working on the 
possession and keeping the ball. Whenever it works out, you can see, when we keep the ball and move it side to 
side and spring wide, we’ve got players that can cause havoc. It’s something we’re working on throughout the 
season and we’re going to keep getting better.” 
 
New England Revolution Goalkeeper Matt Turner 
 
On responding to last week's loss to Montreal: 
Turner: “Both halves we came out flying. We got our goals early and really set the tone. I think you saw a really 
committed team out there tonight. Everybody was working really hard until they couldn’t work anymore. And then 
the guys that came on for them worked even harder and that’s what we’ve been saying – we have the depth and 
people work really hard for this team and are really bought in.” 
 
On the changes along the backline: 
Turner: “Awesome. Toni [Delamea] and Chris [Tierney] are vets. They know how to do their job really, really well 
and we’re happy that we have the depth defensively. I think you saw from the first minute, they were locked in and 
just the way the backline was stepping up every time the ball went back to their goalkeeper. If you look back at 
that, you’ll see how committed everybody was.” 
 
On the challenges Sebastian Giovinco presents: 
Turner: “He’s a world-class player. He’s like a [Ignacio Piatti]. There are a lot of guys like that in the league now. 
He came in and was pretty dangerous. He created a couple opportunities to score and then he ended up getting 
his goal on a penalty. He’s always causing teams trouble, so you just have to know where he is at all times on the 
field and that comes from me organizing my backline and knowing where they are.” 
 
Toronto FC Head Coach Greg Vanney 
 
On his takeaways from the game: 
Coach Vanney: “We gifted goals early in the first half. Getting down on the road, 2-0, is a horrendous start. Also, 
just the way we give up goals, it’s unacceptable. I think we're now minus-nine in the first 15 minutes of the first 
half and in the second half. That’s something we took a lot of pride in last year, but for whatever reason – not for 
whatever reason – it’ll stop happening. We have to stop giving up goals in the first parts of these games or 
second halves. Playing from behind is not the position we want to be in and we're finding ourselves in it too much. 
Effort-wise, I though the guys put in a decent shift. We had some chances over the course of the game that we 
didn’t finish off. Defensively, [we were] too porous through much of the game. I think we found a little bit of 
stability as in the latter part of the game, as we start to slide Chris [Mavinga] back there and get a natural center 
back in. Get Jason [Hernandez] over to his natural side, get Michael [Bradley] sitting in front of the back line. All 
those things led to, I think, greater stability in our group and our shape started to be better. All those things started 
to fall together a little bit more. Hopefully, over these next week to two weeks we'll start to get more of our group 
back together and we'll get guys back into the positions they need to be, because I think that'll help to start to 
settle some of these things down and I think that's important.” 
 
On having Chris Mavinga back:  
Coach Vanney: “First, I would say I think Michael [Bradley] and whoever he’s been back there with the last few 
games have done a very good job, especially under the circumstances. Today, I think we got off to a bad start – 
lost some balls in the midfield that came back at us really quickly. Didn’t manage those well, but I thought once 
Chris [Mavinga] slid back and Michael moved into midfield it started to look a lot more stable. Chris, obviously, 
just as a natural center back – his ability, his feel for reading things and recognizing things, his athleticism – all 
those things help us. Also, it helps to have Michael in front because he funnels things into better areas. He 
protects our center backs in a different way. That was one of my objectives as this game goes on, is to start to get 
guys back to their positions so we could use this game a little bit to hopefully start moving momentum forward 
back to the way we want it.” 
 
On the mood of the team after tonight's loss: 



 

 

Coach Vanney: “There's obviously frustration because we don’t like losing. We're not ever going to get used to 
losing. That's never going to happen. There’s also understanding that we all have to give more, we all have to be 
more disciplined, we all have to do our jobs better, we all have to compete better, we all have to start games 
better. I think on a very basic level, now guys are coming back. Injuries can't keep being the excuse. We've got to 
find the stability we expect and it starts with the way we compete at the starting whistle.” 
 
On Sebastian Giovinco's red card: 
Coach Vanney: “I think that rule, it varies. That’s my challenge to it. Last week, we had a player who caught 
basically a punch to the chin. I’m not going to say it was intentional, but it's a hands to the face is hands to the 
face, I think. One week it goes one way, one week it goes another. The one last week actually knocked our guy to 
the ground and he was a bit shaken. This one is a touch to the face and I just don’t know. They'll give me a good 
reason as to why that is, but I don't understand.”  
 
Toronto FC Midfielder Michael Bradley 
 
On Toronto’s performance: 
Bradley: “The performance was we weren’t good enough and we lost the game 3–2, and there’s not much more 
to say.” 
 
On the team's fight at the end getting some sloppy goals: 
Bradley: “Bare minimum. Bare minimum, not bare minimum effort but that’s bare minimum expectation.” 
 
On sliding back to the midfield position after Chris Mavinga comes in: 
Bradley: “We had a poor start in every way and we’re chasing the game from there. Obviously, when you make 
certain adjustments, it’s good to get Chris [Mavinga] back on the field. It’s been a challenging stretch in every 
way. We just got to, we have to find the right way to keep ourselves going. Understand that there’s been a lot of 
things that just haven’t been good enough in this stretch, there’s some things outside of our control that certainly 
haven’t helped, but the reality is this is where we are right now and we continue to feel like, we know we have a 
good team, but it does us no good to be sitting in here after every game talking about the same things. So, 
obviously, this initial part of the season with [CONCACAF] Champions League and with trying to manage 
everything was always going to be difficult, but, we’re past that now. We’ve got to find the right ways to play 
ourselves back into things and regain the momentum that we’ve had for the better part of a year and a half or 
two.”          
 
On if he feels there's a specific problem happening at the beginning of matches: 
Bradley: “We need to be better across the board. I wouldn’t look just specifically at the beginning of games. 
Obviously, we all know how you start is important and especially with our group. The way that a lot of teams set 
up to play against us, it’s clear if we can get the first goal and force them out even a little bit more, then our ability 
to use space and play through teams and then find openings and attack and make chances for ourselves, that 
part is always good. Right now, I wouldn’t look at just any one thing, look across the board and say that we’ve all 
got to find the right ways to raise the level.” 
 
On the conversation with referee Mark Geiger at the end of the game: 
Bradley: “The conversation is that, I think we all wish that the referees were allowed to have a little bit more feel 
for the game. Everything gets made so black and white for them by in some cases FIFA, PRO, and I think for me 
the best referees are always the ones that, obviously keep all of that in mind, but still referee the game and have 
a feel for the moment and the passion that goes into the game. So, look, the way things, the way the rule goes 
right now and the way things are ref’d, that’s a red card. But, there’s no animosity in what he’s doing. There’s no 
endangerment of the other player at that point. Seb [Giovinco] was running back with the ball, the guy tries to 
swat it out of his hand, Seb was frustrated because there’s been a few plays before that where he hasn’t gotten a 
call and he puts his hand up to the guy's face. Again, the way they’re directed to call that, it’s a red card. But 
again, I feel like—and a lot of cases we would all be better off—if they had the ability to use a little bit of discretion 
and feel and make decisions based on what they saw in the game and not directives that were getting handed 
down from FIFA and PRO. Certainly not blaming anything on the referee tonight, that’s for sure. We dug our own 
grave from the beginning and that’s that. Got to find the right ways to respond and to move ourselves forward and 
we will for sure.”         



 

 

 
Toronto FC Forward Sebastian Giovinco 
 
On how the match finished: 
Giovinco: “Bad, because we lost. It’s too many games we lost. It’s not good and I think we have to change 
direction, we have to change everything.” 
 
On Toronto’s mentality right now: 
Giovinco: “We lost almost every game. The mentality is not in a good way. I think we have to change if we want 
to make the playoffs.” 
 
On how much injuries have factored into the season: 
Giovinco: “It’s difficult. Everybody knows, everybody sees. I don’t have to think about this.”          
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