
 
Postgame interview footage from Head Coach Brad Friedel and Revolution players can be found HERE. 

Postgame transcripts are available in the attached document.  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 24, 2018 

 

POSTGAME NOTES: Revolution Play New York City FC to 2-2 Draw 
Fagundez and Agudelo score, Zahibo tallies two assists as Revs secure point   

 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. – The New England Revolution (1-1-1; 4 pts.) played New York City FC (3-0-1; 10 pts.) to 
a 2-2 draw at Gillette Stadium on Saturday afternoon. Diego Fagundez and Juan Agudelo were the goal scorers 
for New England, finding the back of the net in the 11

th
 and 63

rd
 minutes, respectively. New York City FC's Ismael 

Tajouri answered both Revolution goals in the 51
st
 and 75

th
 minutes, with the latter tally proving enough to earn 

the visitors one point.  
 
Fagundez scored for a second consecutive match and his fifth goal in the Revs’ last five games with a curling, 
right-footed shot from distance that banked in off the near post. The tally brings his MLS career total to 43 goals, 
moving the 23-year-old ahead of Steve Ralston to claim sole possession of third place on the Revolution's all-time 
goal scoring list. On the other side of halftime, Agudelo opened his 2018 account three minutes after entering the 
match as a substitute. Agudelo's headed goal was assisted by Cristian Penilla, who also picked up an assist in 
the Revolution's win vs. Colorado on March 10.  
 
Newcomer Wilfried Zahibo registered assists on both of New England's goals, his first two helpers with the club. 
Midfielder Luis Caicedo, also a newcomer to MLS, made his Revolution debut as a late second-half substitute. 
The 21-year-old Colombian was acquired by the Revs on loan from Colombian Categoría Primera B side Cortuluá 
on March 8 and officially joined the squad on March 22.  
 
New England returns to action next Saturday, March 31, when the club travels to play the Houston Dynamo at 
BBVA Compass Stadium for the clubs' lone meeting this season. The match kicks off at 8:30 p.m. ET and will be 
broadcast locally on myTV38 (WSBK-TV), where Brad Feldman and Paul Mariner will be on the call. Fans can 
also listen on the radio in English on 98.5 The Sports Hub HD2 and in Portuguese on 1570 WMVX Nossa Radio.  
 

New England Revolution 2, New York City FC 2 
March 24, 2018 – Gillette Stadium (Foxborough, Mass.) 

  
Revolution Play New York City FC to a Draw, 2-2 

 The Revolution played New York City FC to a 2-2 draw on Saturday, bringing the club’s record to 1-1-1 (4 
pts.) through three matches of the 2018 regular season. 

 New England's all-time record against New York City FC moves to 4-3-3, including a 3-1-1 mark at home. 

 The win extends New England's home unbeaten run to 10 matches. The Revs have gone 8-0-2 at Gillette 
Stadium since July 22, 2017 

 
Revs Play 700

th
 All-Time Regular Season Match, 350

th
 Regular Season Home Match 

 Today's match marked the 700th all-time regular season game and the 350th regular season home game 
in the New England Revolution’s 23-year history.  

 The Revs own a 176-107-67 record in home games, including a 1-0-1 mark this season. 

 

https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/22f1nrfcb72dooj55apl3pznqhy15c4k


Fagundez Scores in Second Consecutive Match, Moves Up Revs’ Charts 
 Midfielder Diego Fagundez recorded a goal for a second consecutive match in today's contest. The 

Revolution Homegrown Player now has 43 career goals, which is the third most in club history as he 
surpasses Steve Ralston (42). 

 Fagundez becomes the first Revs player to record goals in back-to-back contests since he recorded three 
goals over a two-match span to conclude the 2017 MLS regular season. Overall, the Leominster, Mass. 
native has recorded five goals in his last five matches, dating back to his two-goal effort on Oct. 15, 2017 
vs. NYCFC. 

 Fagundez leads all Revolution players in career scoring against NYCFC with four goals and three assists 
in 10 games played (eight starts).  
 

Agudelo Opens 2018 Account with Headed Finish 
 Forward Juan Agudelo scored his first goal of the season in the 63

rd
 minute of today's contest. With the 

goal, Agudelo became the eighth player in club history to record 30 goals in a Revolution jersey. 

 Penilla recorded the primary assist on Agudelo's goal, giving the Ecuadorian winger back-to-back 
matches with an assist. 

 
Zahibo Registers First Two MLS Assists  

 Midfielder Wilfried Zahibo registered assists on each of the Revolution's two goals this afternoon. The 
two assists are Zahibo's first career MLS and Revolution helpers. 

 Zahibo's multi-assist performance is the first two-assist game by a Revolution player since Chris Tierney 
notched two helpers on Sept. 27, 2017 vs. Toronto FC. 

 After three matches, Zahibo is tied with fellow MLS newcomer Cristian Penilla for the club lead in assists 
with two apiece.  

 
Caicedo Makes Revolution Debut 

 Midfielder Luis Caicedo replaced forward Teal Bunbury in the 88
th
 minute of today's match, marking his 

MLS and Revolution debut only days after arriving in New England earlier this week.  

 Caicedo became the sixth Revolution player to make his MLS debut this season, joining 
midfielder/defender Brandon Bye, forward Cristian Penilla, defender Gabriel Somi, goalkeeper Matt 
Turner, and midfielder Wilfried Zahibo. In addition, defender Jalil Anibaba made his Revolution debut in 
the season opener at Philadelphia. 

 
Revolution Make One Change to Starting XI  

 Revolution Head Coach Brad Friedel made one change to the club’s starting lineup from its most recent 
MLS match on March 10 vs. the Colorado Rapids, as defender Claude Dielna replaced defender 
Brandon Bye.  
  

GAME CAPSULE 
  

Referee: Jair Marrufo 
Assistant Referees: Kyle Atkins (AR1), Cameron Blanchard (AR2) 
Fourth Official: Robert Sibiga 
VAR: Christopher Penso 
Weather: 46 Degrees and Cloudy 
Attendance: 12,376 
 
Scoring Summary: 
NE – Diego Fagundez 2 (Wilfried Zahibo 1) 11' 
NYC – Ismael Tajouri 2 (Saad Abdul-Salaam 2, Jesús Medina 3) 51' 
NE – Juan Agudelo 1 (Cristian Penilla 2, Wilfried Zahibo 2) 63' 
NYC – Ismael Tajouri 3 (Yangel Herrera 2) 75' 
 
Misconduct Summary:  
NYC – Ismael Tajouri (Yellow Card – Simulation) 34' 



NE – Scott Caldwell (Yellow Card – Persistent Infringement) 43'  
NE – Claude Dielna (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 70' 
NYC – Saad Abdul-Salaam (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 90'+3' 

 
New England Revolution: Matt Turner; Gabriel Somi, Claude Dielna ©, Jalil Anibaba, Andrew Farrell; Wilfried 
Zahibo, Scott Caldwell; Cristian Penilla (Brandon Bye 77'), Diego Fagundez, Kelyn Rowe (Juan Agudelo 60'); 
Teal Bunbury (Luis Caicedo 88') 
  
Substitutes Not Used: Brad Knighton, Antonio Delamea, Chris Tierney, Zachary Herivaux 
  
New York City FC: Sean Johnson; Ben Sweat, Alexander Callens, Maxime Chanot ©, Saad Abdul-Salaam; 
Yangel Herrera, Ebenezer Ofori (Sebastian Ibeagha 87'); Jo Inge Berget, Maxi Morález, Jesús Medina; Ismael 
Tajouri-Shradi 
  
Substitutes Not Used: Brad Stuver, Anton Tinnerholm, Thomas McNamara, James Sands, Kwame Awuah, 
Jonathan Lewis 
                                                                                           

New England Revolution Team Statistics New York City FC 

16 (6) Shots (on Target) 7 (4) 

2 Saves 5 

5 Corner Kicks 2 

3 Offsides 1 

24 Fouls 11 

274 (63%) Passes Attempted (% Completed) 696 (82%) 

29.3% Possession 70.7% 

 
MEDIA RESOURCES 

2018 Schedule | Roster | Videos | YouTube | Photos  
Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | SoundCloud | Soundbytes/B-Roll 

Social: NERevolution | #NERevs 

 
  

https://www.revolutionsoccer.net/media/broadcast-information
https://www.revolutionsoccer.net/schedule
http://www.revolutionsoccer.net/players
http://www.revolutionsoccer.net/video
http://www.youtube.com/user/neRevolutionSoccer
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nerevolution
https://twitter.com/nerevolution
https://www.facebook.com/nerevolution
http://instagram.com/nerevolution
https://soundcloud.com/revolution-communications
https://mlssoccer.box.com/media


 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION POSTGAME QUOTES 
New England Revolution 2 vs. New York City FC 2 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 
 

New England Revolution Head Coach Brad Friedel 
 
On the chances created by the high press and the missed opportunities: 
Coach Friedel:  “Yeah, in watching a lot of NYCFC play, we knew that [they] were going to try to play it out of the 
back at all times. Patrick Vieira has done a wonderful job with his team over the years that he’s been the head 
coach, instilling that philosophy. I also know that from the players that we have, we would cause them and be able 
to cause them, a lot of problems. The only disappointment was we were only one goal to the good. I thought we 
should’ve been up maybe three or four goals at halftime. Goalkeeper made a couple of good saves, hit the post, 
missed a couple of chances, but there were a lot of positives to take out of the performance.”  
 
On the second goal conceded by the Revolution: 
Coach Friedel: “I haven’t watched the goal back, so I’m going to take this a little bit from memory, but I think even 
on their first goal, we had opportunities to stop the play. We had done a really good job for most parts of the 
game, limiting [Maximiliano] Moralez’s touches on the ball. Most every attack goes through him. I felt in the 
second half, he got a few too many touches on the ball, but it’s also difficult. It’s hard work to press for 90 minutes 
and we’re probably 70 to 80-percent of the fitness level we want to get our players, because we’ve just taken 
over, and it is a style that we want to impose, but Moralez is also very clever and he tries to get into little pockets. 
So, as far as what went on defensively, I’ll have to watch it, so I can answer more accurately for you.”  
 
On the buildup that led to the Revolution second goal: 
Coach Friedel: “I thought that was a tremendous goal. Juan [Agudelo] has been working really hard. It’s never 
easy when you’re a player of Juan’s capabilities, and you’re not finding yourself starting in games. We have a lot 
of competition for places in the squad, a lot of good players. Juan will see his fair share of minutes at the club, 
there’s no doubt, and he’ll start his fair share of games, there’s no doubt. But when you do put substitutes on in a 
game, you want to see a difference and a positive difference and I thought he was very good. The cross from 
Cristian Penilla is something that we see every single day in training. And the play, we knew that we were going 
to be able to have some possession and some joy on the wide sides, both for Andrew Farrell and for Gabriel Somi 
to go forward, and for whichever one was on that side, and it paid off. It was a good cross and a very good 
header.” 
 
On the progression of the team, with regards to the new style of play: 
Coach Friedel: “The players are fit. We went through a preseason. But for the style of play that we want, 
because we want the players to be able to press for ninety minutes, but we also want to be able to keep 
possession of the ball when we have it. When you play the best teams, not only in MLS, but even if you go 
outside, and if you want to get into CONCACAF Champions League and whatnot, and play against the better 
teams in Mexico, you’re going to have to do both sides. So, that’s just our gauge. I’m not saying that for anything 
else. That’s just where we want to get and the players work tremendously hard and they’re doing a great job at 
adapting to our system. I think, if we had eleven men in the Philadelphia game, we’d be sitting here with a couple 
more points and I do feel like we had two points dropped today.” 
 
On the thought process of bringing on Brandon Bye: 
Coach Friedel: “Well, we were looking at tired legs, but we were also looking on this right hand side. I thought 
their left back and left midfielder, would have a very difficult time with Brandon Bye’s pace, which they did. 
Brandon is new to the professional game, but he possesses a lot of physical qualities and at that time of the 
game, we thought that that was a good thing to do. We didn’t get an opportunity to get it on before the goal, but 
when he came on, I thought he did a good job.”  
 
On the play of Cristian Penilla: 
Coach Friedel: “All the players, when you’re pressing, including the back four, because it’s not easy to be brave 
and stay high right on the halfway line, for fear that maybe a ball could get knocked over the top, and they 
possess players with a lot of pace. I thought Cristian Penilla and anyone else, worked tirelessly up there. Diego 



Fagundez and Teal Bunbury and Juan [Agudelo] when he was on, and Kelyn [Rowe] and Cristian, they all worked 
incredibly hard and it’s not easy work to do, but it created a lot of chances for us.” 
 
New England Revolution Midfielder Diego Fagundez 
  
On his overall thoughts on today's game: 
Fagundez: “It’s a tough one to take. We were up 2-1 with 15 minutes left. We just need to be smarter and make 
sure that we’re finishing every chance, but I think in the first half we should have just finished them a lot earlier 
and then nothing would have happened in the second half.”  
  
On what he saw when NYCFC's Ismael Tajouri equalized:  
Fagundez: “I didn’t really see it much. I remember we were defending and I was trying to tell [Matt] Turner to 
come down because we were running, but there was a lot of space. When [Gabriel] Somi got the ball and he was 
trying to play me, I had somebody already on my back, and then they went the other way. It’s just unlucky, but we 
need to be smart in those situations.” 
 
On the effectiveness of the high press in the first half:   
Fagundez: “The first 45 [minutes], I don’t know. I think we knew that we needed to put in work, and I think you 
saw from everybody. We were putting in the work and we were getting our chances, but we need to be a lot better 
on them—make sure that we’re finishing them. Myself, I know it’s frustrating when you miss a couple inside the 
18, so we need to be better on that.” 
  
On sustaining the same amount of pressure in the second half as they did in the first half:  
Fagundez: “It’s very hard. You can’t do it for 90 minutes, so the first 45, I think we were just buzzing and 
everybody was going for it. In the second half, it’s a little harder when you’re already getting tired. They kept 
passing it back to [Sean] Johnson, so now we’re chasing a little bit, and we didn’t really want that, but at the end 
of the day, overall, we need to be better but we have to move on now and go to the next one.” 
   
On NYCFC coming out strong in the second half:  
Fagundez: “I think they definitely went over what we were doing. They had to figure a way to work around our 
press. At some points they did a good job, and at some points they didn’t, but for us, it was just hard when they 
spread out and now our forwards – me and Teal [Bunbury] – we had to get so wide. When we won the ball, now 
we were so wide that it’s kind of hard to play with each other in that moment.” 
 
New England Revolution Midfielder Scott Caldwell 
 
On what he saw on NYFC’s second goal: 
Caldwell: “I’d have to re-watch it again, but I feel like we did a good job most of the game, getting pressure in the 
midfield, we weren’t able to in the transition. When we gave it away, we weren’t able to get tight and so he was 
able to get a good slip pass in.”         
 
 
 
On Cristian Penilla’s play:  
Caldwell: “Cristian’s [Penilla] been a really, really good player. His attitude’s been awesome from the get go and 
he’s performed on the field so far. And I know he has even more to show you guys, so, he’s definitely been a 
bright spot and he’s done very well.”         
 
On what NYFC’s game plan was and how it affected you today:  
Caldwell: “We wanted to press them and win the ball up high on the field so we could get opportunities close to 
goal, and I think we did that very well in the first half. We just got to put away a few more chances, and the 
game’s different, but, ultimately higher up the field just pressing." 
 
On how hard it is to sustain pressure for 90 minutes:  



Caldwell: “I think we did a pretty good job. There were definitely a few moments in the second half we didn’t do a 
good enough job, obviously. But, I think it’s something that we work on in training and all the guys are ready and 
able and willing to do it when the time comes." 
 
On how a larger lead would've impacted the game plan for the second half:  
Caldwell: “It’s huge whenever you get the opportunities, we got to put them away. It’s something that we should 
be able to do for 90 minutes and we did for a lot of the game but not, obviously, a few moments here and there, 
we weren’t good enough.” 
 
On what to take from the match prior to next week Houston:  
Caldwell: “It’s exactly what we’re going to have to do. We’re going to have to watch, see what we did right, see 
what we did wrong, see what [the] coaches feel we can do this week in Houston and work on it in practice and be 
ready to go.” 
 
New England Revolution Defender Andrew Farrell 
  
On what New York City FC did well in the second half:  
Farrell: “I think they got more confident on the ball. They kept playing no matter what, no matter how many times 
they turned the ball over, they kept coming back and if you don’t get the pressure exactly right, one time they can 
break, and on the first goal you can tell they knew how to do that, so that was unfortunate. I think the boys played 
well. The guys up front put in a good shift and we had a lot of chances, so we’re going to work on finishing the 
chances we have and locking it up in the back.” 
  
On what he saw on the second goal by Ismael Tajouri:  
Farrell: “We played a ball in and I forgot who got it in the middle, maybe [Yangel] Herrera got it. We’re in tight on 
him, he got some space, and he split the ball between me and Jalil [Anibaba], I think it was inside on me, and I 
thought Jalil [Anibaba] was going to be there. I think he thought I was going to get it. He spun and he got it off the 
feet really quick, but obviously unfortunately. It’s like a bang-bang play—got in and they scored. I think we still got 
enough chances to win the game. I think we’ll be disappointed by that.” 
  
On if it is tough to scout and face players who are new to MLS such as Tajouri:  
Farrell: “I think we knew a little bit about him. He had a goal last game. He’s a good player. I think we know that 
the players that they bring in are going to be really good. For the most part, for the first half, I think we had him in 
wraps. They kept switching sides with [Jesús] Medina, but we did alright. They’ve got good players, we have great 
players as well. It’s just unfortunate we dropped [two] points.” 
 
 
 
 
 
New York City FC Head Coach Patrick Vieira 
 
On the squad's performance today: 
Coach Vieira: “It was a tough game for us. Today, we showed a lot of character. Sometimes you show a different 
aspect of the game and today we managed to get back twice from behind. We showed a lot of determination, a lot 
character, and this is something positive I picked up from the game.” 
 
On New England’s high press:  
Coach Vieira: “I think this is a part of my responsibility as well. I think at times, especially the first 25 minutes, 
they were pressing us really high and with a pace that they have  up front that was closing us down and making it 
really difficult and we tried to force it. The players, they were doing what I was asking them to do. There was a 
better option because I think we could've gone a little bit more direct, especially in the first 20 minutes. I think we 
were putting ourselves, especially the first 20 minutes, we put ourselves in a difficult situation.” 
 
On adjusting to Juan Agudelo entering the match: 



Coach Vieira: “I think when you look at the goal that he scored, I think the cross, the header, everything was 
perfect. We went through a difficult period during the game. I think some of the period we should have managed 
better, but overall I was happy with the way we were playing and we were defending. You get a time where 
there’s not a need to change a player.”  
 
On the attacking group's performance in the first half: 
Coach Vieira: “I think we didn’t take risk enough to play forward. I think we played in the first half, especially in 
the first 20 minutes, I think we played a little bit too safe. We spend too much time in our own half and that was a 
problem in the first half. I think we didn’t find the space to find Yangel [Herrera] or Maxi [Moralez], where at times 
they were by themselves. We didn’t manage to break their first line and this is why we struggled to play. We were 
putting ourselves into danger. And this is something we need to adjust, because when we are going to face teams 
who close down like that, we have to have a certain plan to maybe go a little bit more direct. But, listen, we are 
going to learn from that. We are going work and try to improve. Taking one point, knowing the last two years this 
was a really difficult place to come for, I am really pleased going back to New York with the point." 
 
New York City FC Forward Ismael Tajouri 
 
On getting a draw in New England: 
Tajouri: “We know that in New England, it will be a very hard game. All week we knew that. It was a very hard 
game, but important for us to take a point home.” 
 
On his quick adjustment to Major League Soccer: 
Tajouri: “For me, it has been good. I am very happy to net three goals, but I have to keep going. I am very happy 
with the team here and it was important for us to get this point. Of course, I am very happy to score the two goals. 
I thought the team played very well.” 
 
On what has been key to his individual success: 
Tajouri: “I was excited when I came over to New York. It was interesting and very exciting. We have a great head 
coach [Patrick Vieira]. When I came here I said I wanted to make the next stage, because I believe with Patrick I 
can do it.”   
 
On coming from behind twice: 
Tajouri: “You can see we have a big mentality. It is not easy to come back and win in New England. We knew 
that before, but we were able to come back twice. It is very big-time for us to do that. It shows how good we are, 
and now can focus on the next game.” 
 
New York City FC Goalkeeper Sean Johnson 
 
On his performance today: 
Johnson: “I do what I can to help the team. I’ll go back and analyze the tape later but for me, just doing what I 
can to contribute to the group. Just trying to keep everybody organized, keep everybody going. It was a tough 
game. It took a lot of energy out of the guys, so keeping everybody alert. We can be happy as a group, as a 
collective today. The individual focus is kind of shifted away from today, because without the group effort today 
we wouldn’t have come out with points. Everybody needed to be on top of their game and in the right mindset.”   
 
On Ismael Tajouri’s start to his MLS career: 
Johnson: “Unbelievable talent, unbelievable talent. I think we’re just scratching the surface of what he has, his 
potential as a player. He works really hard every single day, all of the guys notice that and it shows when he goes 
out on the field and he’s producing at the moment, which is huge for us. We need different guys to step up, it’s a 
long season and he’s been a really important part of why we are where we are right now.” 
 
On relying on the team’s depth early on in the season: 
Johnson: “That’s been the name of the game for us, is depth. That’s been the word that pretty much sums our 
team up this season. We’ve had a lot of guys step up in important moments and this is just another one where we 
had guys contribute today and it wasn’t easy at all, but we have the right mentality across the board.”    

-###-  


