
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 3, 2019  

 

POSTGAME NOTES: Revolution's Unbeaten Run Snapped at 11 Games in 
2-0 Loss to LAFC 

Revs look ahead to next match at Seattle Sounders FC on Saturday  
 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. – The New England Revolution's (9-9-6, 33 pts.) 11-game unbeaten run was 
snapped by league-leading Los Angeles FC (16-3-4; 52 pts.) before a crowd of 25,515 at Gillette Stadium 
on Saturday evening. LAFC forward Diego Rossi opened the scoring with a chipped goal in the eighth 
minute, with Latif Blessing doubling the visitor's lead in the 72

nd
 minute to secure the visitors’ 2-0 win.  

 

 Postgame quotes are available in the attached document. Interview footage is available 
HERE 

 
Tonight's result snapped New England's unbeaten run that began on May 11 and tied the club’s all-time 
record from 2005. New England posted a 7-0-4 record and a plus-14 goal differential during the 
undefeated streak after opening the 2019 season with a 2-8-2 record and minus-19 goal differential. The 
result also marked the Revolution's first loss to a Western Conference side this season, as New England 
is now 6-1-2 against the west with three games remaining in inter-conference play.  
 
Midfielder Luis Caicedo completed 96.8 percent of his passes in central midfield tonight – the best mark 
by a Revolution player with at least 25 passes in a game season. In net, goalkeeper Matt Turner 
continued his strong run of form with five saves, giving him 19 stops across the team's last three games 
alone. Since the start of July, his 23 saves are sixth most in the league as of Saturday night.  
 
New England returns to action on Saturday, Aug. 10 when the club visits Seattle Sounders FC at 
CenturyLink Field. The match kicks off at 4:00 p.m. ET on NBC Sports Boston, 98.5 The Sports Hub, and 
in Portuguese on 1260 AM Nossa Radio. 
 

New England Revolution 0, Los Angeles FC 2 
August 3, 2019 – Gillette Stadium (Foxborough, Mass.)  

 
Revs Post First Loss under Bruce Arena against Los Angeles FC, 2-0 

 The Revolution fell to LAFC, 2-0, on Saturday night, moving the club's record to 9-9-6 (33 pts.) on 
the season, including a 5-5-2 record at Gillette Stadium.  

 New England's all-time record against LA drops to 0-1-1, including a 0-1-0 mark in games played 
at Gillette Stadium.  

 
New England's Unbeaten Run Snapped at 11 Games 

 The Revolution's 11-game unbeaten run spanned 85 days, dating back to a 3-1 win on May 11 
vs. San Jose. Interim Head Coach Mike Lapper manned the sidelines for the first three games of 
the streak, before Sporting Director & Head Coach Bruce Arena managed the team for the eight 
remaining games.  

 The team's 11-game run is the second longest by an MLS side in 2019, trailing only New York 
City FC's 12-game unbeaten run.  

https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/xef34fikzfaks0jsmr5qk7ypm33spk5t
https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/xef34fikzfaks0jsmr5qk7ypm33spk5t


 New England maintains a five-game unbeaten run (3-0-2) in away games, which is the longest 
active streak in MLS and one shy of the tying the team record of six games (2008).  

 
Arena Makes History with Eight-Game Start  

 Tonight's result marks Sporting Director & Head Coach Bruce Arena's first loss with the 
Revolution, having accrued a 6-0-2 record on the sidelines leading into the contest. His career 
MLS regular season record now stands at 208-122-91 (691 pts).  

 According to the Elias Sports Bureau, Arena is one of only four coaches in MLS history to have 
gone unbeaten in his first eight games with a club. He joins Lothar Osiander (12 -- Los Angeles, 
1996), Jeff Cassar (12 - Real Salt Lake, 2014), and Tom Fitzgerald (8 - Columbus, 1996) on the 
exclusive list.  

 
Revolution's Undefeated Mark vs. Western Conference Clipped 

 The Revolution's undefeated record of 6-0-2 against Western Conference opponents was 
snapped with tonight's result. New England is now 6-1-2 against the West, including a 4-1-0 mark 
at Gillette Stadium.  

 The club remains unbeaten in away matches against the west at 2-0-2 entering next Saturday's 
match at Seattle Sounders FC, which has only one home loss on the season.  

  
Revolution Starting XI Sees One Change from Sunday 

 The Revolution's starting lineup saw one change from the club’s last match on July 27 vs. 
Orlando City SC, with Juan Agudelo replacing Wilfried Zahibo in central midfield.  

 Defender Michael Mancienne made his first appearance in the 18-man match day roster since 
May 4, when he suffered a foot injury.  
 

GAME CAPSULE 
Referee: Rubiel Vazquez 
Assistant Referees: Andrew Bigelow (AR1), Jeremy Kieso (AR2) 
Fourth Official: Elvis Osmanovic 
Video Assistant Referee: Geoff Gamble 
 
Weather: 80° and Clear 
Attendance: 25,515 
 
Scoring Summary: 
LFC – Diego Rossi 13 (Jordan Harvey 4) 8' 
LFC – Latif Blessing 3 (Jordan Harvey 5, Eduard Atuesta 9) 72' 
 
Misconduct Summary:  
LFC – Walker Zimmerman (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 66' 
NE – Wilfried Zahibo (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 74' 
 
New England Revolution: Matt Turner; Edgar Castillo, Antonio Delamea, Andrew Farrell, Brandon Bye; 
Luis Caicedo (Wilfried Zahibo 69'), Juan Agudelo (Juan Fernando Caicedo 79'); Cristian Penilla (Diego 
Fagundez 73'), Gustavo Bou, Carles Gil ©; Teal Bunbury  
  
Substitutes Not Used: Brad Knighton, Jalil Anibaba, Michael Mancienne, Scott Caldwell 
 
Los Angeles FC: Tyler Miller; Jordan Harvey, Eddie Segura, Walker Zimmerman, Steven Beitashour; 
Mark-Anthony Kaye (Adrien Perez 90'+1'), Eduard Atuesta, Latif Blessing; Diego Rossi (Josh Perez 85'), 
Adama Diomande (Lee Nguyen 79'), Carlos Vela © 

 
Substitutes Not Used: Phillip Ejimadu, Dejan Jakovic, Tristan Blackmon, Christian Ramirez 
              

New England Revolution Team Statistics Los Angeles FC 



10 (1) Shots (on Target) 22 (7) 

5 Saves 1 

3 Corner Kicks 7 

5 Offsides 1 

12 Fouls 11 

452 (79%) Passes Attempted (% Completed) 599 (85%) 

43.4% Possession 56.6% 

 
 

POSTGAME QUOTES: New England Revolution 0 vs. Los Angeles FC 2 
 

New England Revolution Sporting Director and Head Coach Bruce Arena 
 
On the game being more of a wide open game: 
Arena: “Yeah, and the better team won the game. No question about that. I think for us to have a chance 
to get a result in this game, we had to do better with some of the potential goal scoring opportunities we 
created, and we just wasted a number of opportunities tonight. Had a breakaway, had a couple of runs at 
goal where we had a man advantage and didn’t make the right play. So, that was our theme in the 
attacking part of the field. I think in the middle third of the field, they dominated the game. We needed to 
win more second balls, win a few more tackles, and then the end of the game, you know, I hate using all 
my substitutions too early. And typically, that’s why you see, you hold out until the last five or 10 minutes, 
but we gambled a little bit and then Toni [Antonio Delamea] had to come out. So, the end of the game 
was difficult for us. And certainly, [Carlos] Vela’s goal-scoring streak ended, but he’s to blame for that 
tonight. He had a bunch of chances to get some goals at the end. But overall, I think it’s a good 
experience for us. It -- what’s the right word for it? -- it supporters some of the things we talk to our team 
about all the time. They see this a little bit, so to get better and compete with a team like this, we’ve got to 
be a little bit better in some of the things we do on the field. We’ll learn from that and hopefully grow as a 
team.” 
 
On what LAFC did defensively to cut down on the Revs’ attack: 
Arena: “Well, I think it’s what we didn’t do, not what they did. We had a number of chances in each half to 
create a real good goal-scoring opportunity and put the ball in the back of the net and we didn’t get it 
done.” 
 
On the talk of LAFC being one of the best teams in MLS history: 
Arena: “Well, I wouldn’t say ‘in MLS history.’ They haven’t won anything. If the Patriots didn’t win any 
Super Bowls, would you be talking about [them]. To be one of the best teams in history, you have to win 
something. They haven’t won anything yet. That’s their challenge and I would not be surprised if this is 
the year where they win, but that, to me, is stupid talk, saying they’re one of the best teams in MLS 
history. Let them win something first and I would not be surprised at all if they did it this year.”  
 
On the midfield play of the Revolution and whether it was the players not trying hard enough: 
Arena: (Laughing) “I suspect they were trying hard enough. They [LAFC] are a little quicker, physically, 
mentally. I think the pressure that their three central midfielders put on the ball was outstanding. I’m 
saying [Latif] Blessing and [Mark-Anthony] Kaye and [Eduard] Atuesta, really very impressive. I think 
that’s a part of their game that is not appreciated and I think they’re really outstanding there.” 
 
On if he believes there should have been penalty kicks called for fouls against Cristian Penilla:  
Arena: “Well, I’m guessing that we didn’t have one. I’ll look at the tape and all. Maybe the one in the first 
half for [Cristian] Penilla, but I think this VAR [video assistant referee] checks those potential penalty kick 
calls and nothing was confirmed, so I have to believe they weren’t fouls.” 
 
On if the lack of finishing was a factor of the team not playing together for a long period of time:  
Arena: “I don’t believe that’s the case. I think a couple of players are at fault for not executing properly.” 



 
On if players were shooting when they should have passed in certain situations:  
Arena: “Yeah, I could say that. I think the one potential chance we had with [Gustavo] Bou and [Teal] 
Bunbury, 2-v-1 at goal, I think Bunbury has to lay that ball off to Bou. And Bou had the breakaway and 
wasn’t able to finish off the play. There were, on the night, maybe four or five plays like that, that if you 
convert one of those, then you’re really giving them a game and you’re testing them. And we weren’t able 
to do that. Their goal, it’s just kind of an accident, that first goal. Certainly, he was trying to cross the ball. 
That’s a classic artificial field goal. I’ve seen that throughout the years and those things happen. And then 
in the second half, they certainly had a number of good goal scoring opportunities.” 
 
On the play of Matt Turner: 
Arena: “Yeah. He did very well. I mean, [Carlos] Vela was coming at him at the end of that game and 
Vela easily could’ve had a couple of goals. Matt did very well, made one, I thought, absolutely terrific save 
on Vela at the end of the game.” 
 
On the importance of getting points from the next couple of tough away games ahead: 
Arena: “Well, you kind of answered your question. If you want to position yourself to make the playoffs, 
you’ve got to get some points, right?” 
 
On the injury status of Antonio Mlinar Delamea: 
Arena: “I haven’t seen him, but my guess is, he’s going to be out, would be my guess.” 
 
On what he and his son, Kenny Arena, spoke about after the game:  
Arena: “Well, not much to say. I obviously know him pretty well. I know the LAFC team pretty well and 
their staff, and it was just congratulations and well done. We might have a beer after the game here 
sometime and talk about it, but just good to see a quality team on the field like that, to play against them 
and give our team a measuring stick as to where they need to go to get better. So, I think, on the night, 
was certainly disappointed losing, but hopefully we can learn something from this.”  
 
On if he is still looking to add players:  
Arena: “You know, if it’s possible. We only have a couple days left to do that. It’s possible, but I think 
everything I’m doing this year is to try to give us a plan for the future. There’s no reason to believe that we 
have to do everything now. We have the offseason to try to strengthen our roster.” 
 
On if he’ll be watching closely to see how the team responds to the first loss in months:  
Arena: “Oh, they’ll be fine. They’ll be fine.” 
 
On how the squad handles the emotions of the past few weeks: 
Arena: “I think they’ll be fine. One thing is that there are guys with a lot of character. We have good 
leaders in the locker room. When you play this game, you realize that you don’t win every game and it’s 
challenging and I think at this point, we can be pleased at the effort that the guys are giving and the 
progress we’re making. I think that’s a positive.” 
 
On if he sees comparisons between his previously coached LA Galaxy teams and the current 
LAFC team: 
Arena: “No, we had different teams. We played differently. Maybe my D.C. United teams are maybe a 
little bit more like this, but both teams are different. Real Madrid doesn’t play like Barcelona. Bayern 
Munich doesn’t play like Man. City. All good teams have their own styles and they certainly have theirs, 
and they’ve proven to be very successful.”  
 
On Andrew Farrell’s effort, particularly on the goal-saving play in the first half:  
Arena: “It was a great individual play. His second half, certainly tested. A lot of this is still new for Andrew 
[Farrell]. He’s typically been a right back and he’s still learning a little bit about his positioning, how to play 
out of the back from that position, but he’s made progress and he’s had really a good run in that position 
since I’ve been here.” 
 



On if he thinks Andrew Farrell’s future is at center back or right back:  
Arena: “I don’t know the answer to that question right now. He has to be a center back right now. And it’s 
been a little thin. You know, we’re really thin in the back, and Michael Mancienne was in our 18 tonight for 
the first time in, I would think, three or four months, I don’t even know. So, that’s good to get him back and 
now it looks like Toni [Antonio Delamea] is going to be out. So, Andrew’s certainly going to be playing in 
that position.” 
 
New England Forward Teal Bunbury 
 
On whether or not the team created enough chances in tonight’s match:  
Bunbury: “Yeah, I think we did. LAFC -- a great team. I think they just had a little bit more composure in 
the final third. I think we were missing on opportunities, myself included. I think our final pass was off; I 
think we just didn’t handle the ball too well. We have ourselves to blame, but I’m still proud of how we 
played. We created a bunch of chances, but it stinks. Losing at home, being shut out at home; 
disappointing.”       
 
On Los Angeles FC’s defense:  
Bunbury: “I think they have a great defense, but I think it was mainly ourselves kind of shooting 
ourselves in the foot, to be honest. I don’t think it was too much of what they were doing—no disrespect 
to them—but I just think we were just a little bit errant on our passing; not as clinical. That killer instinct 
wasn’t there, maybe we were holding on to it a little bit too long to find that perfect ball, and I think that 
hurt us.”    
 
On why the killer instinct wasn’t there: 
Bunbury: “I’m not sure. I don’t know how to answer that one.” 
 
On his takeaways from tonight’s match:  
Bunbury: “That we still have a lot of stuff to improve on; that those things we can improve on are things 
that are easy to control in training. It’s not like we weren’t creating chances. I think we had enough to put 
them away, we just had to get some on target. I think it’s still continuing to work hard together and not put 
our heads down. We’re still in great position, we have everything to play for, so we have to keep our 
heads up and work together.”   
 
On whether or not he believes in the team’s level of contention: 
Bunbury: “Yeah, of course. I think that we’ve shown that we’re able to play, to win, and to get good 
results. I don’t think one game is a make-it-or-break-it game for us. It’s disappointing because nobody 
likes to lose and I think we’ve all had this good run, so we’ve been feeling good. Sometimes, you need a 
loss like this to kind of go back and get things in order and make sure we’re right mentally.”  
 
On Lee Nguyen’s reception:  
Bunbury: “It’s tough with fans sometimes. I think he did a great service for this club and this organization, 
he’s a great player, and I think he’s enjoying himself in L.A.”  
 
On learning lessons from tonight’s game:  
Bunbury: “I think it’s coming at a good time. It’s never fun to lose, but we can take a lot from it and I think 
Coach Arena is going to have some talking points this upcoming week.”  
 
New England Defender Andrew Farrell 
 
On whether or not the team has learned what it’s made of:  
Farrell: “I think so. Obviously, [we’re] disappointed with the result. We wanted to keep the streak going 
and we wanted to win at home in front of a great crowd. We learned a lesson against a team like LAFC:  if 
you make a couple of mistakes, you’re going to go down, but at the end of the day I think we had a 
chance to score and we were in the game for most of it. We’ve got to be better with the ball. We’re 
disappointed because if we played our best we could’ve had a different result, but you make mistakes 
against a team like this, they’re going to make you pay.”       



 
On making a goal line save:  
Farrell: “We lost the ball in the middle and they’re so quick with those through balls. [Carlos] Vela’s really 
quick. It doesn’t look like it but he’s really quick. I tried to get him off the push and [Matt] Turner made a 
great save and it kind of hit off me. [Matt] Turner’s been saving us all year and I just want to make a play. 
Luckily, I could make it and I think for the most part, obviously, at the end they had more chances. We 
were down a man and they’re a great team, so it’s a good lesson and it was fun being out there. We had 
a great crowd and I think that’s good for us to keep learning these lessons with ten games left.”    
 
On feeling the crowd’s energy and making the final pass:  
Farrell: “Yeah, I think it helped us. Obviously, going down early was tough, but with the play from the 
guys up top, if we were just [better with] the final pass, I think we could’ve been a little bit better here or 
there in getting it to those guys. We could’ve gotten it to them a little bit faster so they could do their stuff 
they’ve been doing, but yeah, it was fun being out there in front of a great crowd.”    
 
LAFC Head Coach Bob Bradley 
 
On recording a clean sheet: 
Bradley: “Yeah, we talked about the fact that we had started to allow a few more chances in every game 
and started to give up some goals. We had to kind of refocus ourselves. That was one of the messages 
after the last game and I think that’s important for the group.” 
 
On trying to keep more control in the second half: 
Bradley: “Yes, we talked about the way the midfield had to stay connected more; the way they had to 
look around then move a yard or two to always be available. I think there were times in the first half where 
we’d make one pass then the midfielder who played the pass would not move a little bit to be available for 
a pass a little bit later. So, I think the midfield started to get more confidence, get control. That flips when 
we’re in good position defensively, when balls turnover and we’re able to also pressure them in that high 
middle part of the field, so I think that was important at halftime.” 
 
On Diego Rossi’s recent scoring surge: 
Bradley: “He does the same thing. I mean, Diego [Rossi] is a dangerous attacker; his speed, his ability to 
time runs. I think the understanding of the rest of the team to find him in certain situations—Jordan 
[Harvey] gave him a really good pass, and look, when we have the ball and connect passes, then teams 
try to squeeze us hard. We have to be able to threaten behind, and so the timing and the movement for 
the first goal was very good.” 
 
On Latif Blessing’s goal: 
Bradley: “Yeah, it was a great goal. It was a great team goal and then Latif [Blessing] had the composure 
to finish it off in a fantastic way. We get excited when there’s a team goal where the quality of the passes 
and the understanding are all at the top level. So, for us that was a special goal.” 
 
On the feelings surrounding beating Bruce Arena’s team: 
Bradley: “No, Bruce and I are long past that stuff. No, what we’ve talked about is that New England has 
played very well lately, so we knew coming in that it would be a very difficult game. They’re an athletic 
team. I think in this last stretch, you can see how well [Carles] Gil has played, how well [Gustavo] Bou has 
played. So, I think his top players have raised the bar a little bit, and as a group, for me, they’ve been in a 
really good run. So, we knew it was going to be a tough game all around.” 
 
On beating a team on an unbeaten streak: 
Bradley: “Look, this is an away game in a tough place to play. You all know how I feel about that field, 
okay? You know, it’s not made for our football, plain and simple. So, the number of times where the ball 
gets stuck, there’s collisions. The one play where Carlos [Vela] was dribbling in the box and then literally, 
the ball, the rubber, everything sprang. So, to come here and still have a good mentality, because we tell 
the team that, look, there’s going to be moments where the ball is going to be bouncing around, try to play 



on the ground when we can, try to play our football, and if something gets a little bit away, you’ve got to 
have the mentality to just keep going. So, I thought that was really good.” 
 
On being a second-year team: 
Bradley: “No, look, you guys watch football. You should be able to and determine, based upon what you 
see: what the football looks like, how different players play. Is there fluidity? Is there tempo? Is there 
control? Is there transition? I mean, look, every team has different qualities. So, no. This other kind of talk 
of expansion or second year, whatever, is just a waste of time. I think the football discussion in our 
country sometimes needs to just be more about football. More about what happens on the field and what 
the games look like and less of the other talking points.” 
 
LAFC Midfielder Lee Nguyen 
 
On his first game in New England since his trade to LAFC: 
Nguyen: “It was great to be back. Thank you to the Revs and the media team for making that nice little 
montage in warm ups. That was great to see. It was a lot of history, a lot of great things, good times when 
I was here. It was great to see all the fans here celebrating it, and it brought back a lot of good 
memories.” 
 
On getting booed when he entered the match as a substitute: 
Nguyen: “This is my first time back since I left for LAFC. You never know how the fans are going to react. 
I think it was a tell that after the game, everybody was amazing and thankful, and it was great to see that. 
That thing warms my heart. It was a great welcome back, for sure.” 
 
On if he reflects on his tenure with the Revolution fondly:  
Nguyen: “Yeah, absolutely. You all know, the way we kind of departed on terms, it was a situation that 
obviously wasn't the way I wanted it to happen. But it happened and both sides had to move on. There 
was no bad blood between me and the teammates, the staff. It was just a thing that, I needed a change of 
scenery, a new challenge. I think I landed in a great spot. A little bit warmer [laughs]. Coming back and 
getting the welcome that I did, it just goes to show that I had a great time here and there's a lot of fond 
memories that got brought back because of that.”  
 
On saluting the Revolution supporters after the game: 
Nguyen: “It was great to see after the game they still wanted me to come over there and say what's up. 
There's a lot of history that happened here with my time, and there's a lot of great times. To see that they 
embraced me after the game like that meant a lot. It goes to show I have love back here, and I love that.” 
 
On if he still keeps tabs on how the Revs are doing: 
Nguyen: “I always wish well with the guys on the Revs, because I have a lot of great friends on this team. 
It's always great to see them do well, but at the same time, I wish LAFC all the best. If we have to meet 
[each other] in the finals, then, hey, so be it.”  
 
LAFC Goalkeeper Tyler Miller 
 
On keeping a clean sheet:  
Miller: “It’s been a big focus for us, and now that one of the reasons we’ve been so successful this year is 
our potent offense and how well they've been doing, and how solid our defense has been. I think we lost 
that a little bit, but I think tonight was a good game for us to really step up. It really was a team effort in 
keeping it zero tonight.” 
 
On the shutout helping his confidence: 
Miller: “Throughout the entire season, you're going to play 34 games and it’s a long, long season. You're 
going to go in ebbs and flows, but we knew we wanted to get back on track and tonight was a big 
opportunity for us to do that.” 
 



On snapping New England’s unbeaten streak: 
Miller: “First, we knew that they had been performing really well in the last 10, 11 games, so we knew it 
was going to be a tough task. I think that early on they had a lot of control of the game, but I think that our 
team responded well, getting that first goal. The way that we started the second half I thought was 
tremendous and being able to maintain the solid defense, then knowing that that second goal would come 
which would ultimately allow us to have a lot more control of the game.” 
 
On how he plays games with early leads:  
Miller: “No, for me I want our team to play the same way whether we're winning or losing, because that’s 
how we know we’re performing our best. When we score, it’s just an important time to remind the guys, 
hey, keep going, keep playing our style. Don’t change anything because what we do is a difficult style of 
play, but when we do it properly, we're successful with it.” 
 
On returning from Gold Cup with the U.S. Men's National Team:  
Miller: “It’s a lot of mentally refocusing.  For me, six weeks without a game, yes, it’s difficult, but it’s part of 
the process of getting called to the national team. That’s something I have to learn as a pro to deal with 
and make sure that I come back hopefully next time in a better form. I knew what I was capable of doing 
and I had done in the first half of the season, but I try to just focus on where and when in the current 
moment and keep fighting and working hard because I know who I am, what I’m capable of doing. I knew 
that eventually it would come around and I just had to keep working hard and put my head down and do 
it.” 
 

-end- 
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