
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 13, 2019 

 

POSTGAME NOTES: Revolution Fall to Atlanta United FC, 2-0 
New England hosts New York Red Bulls at Gillette Stadium next Saturday at 7:30 p.m. ET 

 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. – The New England Revolution (1-5-1, 4 pts.) fell to Atlanta United FC (1-2-2, 5 
pts.), 2-0, at Gillette Stadium on Saturday evening. Atlanta's Ezequiel Barco scored both goals for the 
visitors on either side of halftime, tallying in the 29

th
 and 49

th
 minutes.   

 

 Postgame interview footage is available here. Quotes are available in the attached document.  
 
Goalkeeper Cody Cropper made a third consecutive start in net for the Revolution and made five saves – 
tying his previous single-game career high – including point-blank stops on Héctor Villalba in the 59

th
 

minute and Josef Martinez in the 65
th
 minute.  

 
With defender Michael Mancienne serving a one-game suspension for a second yellow card on April 6 at 
Columbus, Andrew Farrell slotted inside to center back and led the team in tackles, clearances, blocks, 
and possessions gained. The match marked the 200

th
 overall MLS appearance of Farrell’s seven-year 

career, which includes 193 regular season games and seven postseason matches.  
 
New England returns to action on Saturday, April 20, when the club hosts the New York Red Bulls in the 
second leg of the three-game homestand. The match kicks off at 7:30 p.m. ET on NBC Sports Boston, 
98.5 The Sports Hub, and in Portuguese on 1260 AM Nossa Radio. 
 

New England Revolution 0, Atlanta United FC 2 
April 13, 2019 – Gillette Stadium (Foxborough, Mass.)  

 
Revs Drop Match to Atlanta United FC, 2-0 

 The Revolution were topped by Atlanta United FC, 2-0, on Saturday, setting the club’s record at 
1-5-1 (4 pts.) through seven games of the 2019 MLS season.  

 Prior to tonight, New England had not lost at home to Atlanta in two previous contests. The Revs’ 
all-time record against Atlanta moves to 0-3-2, with a 0-1-2 mark at Gillette Stadium.  
 

Farrell Makes 200
th

 Overall Career Appearance  

 Defender Andrew Farrell made his 200
th
 overall MLS appearance – combining regular season 

and postseason – in tonight's contest. For his career, he owns 193 regular season appearances 
as well as seven appearances in the MLS Cup Playoffs.  

 Since joining the Revolution as the first-overall SuperDraft pick in 2013, Farrell leads all MLS field 
players in regular season games started (191) and minutes played (16,998), and second among 
all field players in games played (193).  

 Farrell made his first start of the season at center back and led the team in tackles (5), clearances 
(3), blocks (2), and possessions gained (13). In 2016, he made 14 starts in central defense before 
moving back outside to right back. 

 
Cropper Ties Single-Game High with Five Saves 

https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/3gst99jxxgzj2fvv39pskorvxwslcbah


 Goalkeeper Cody Cropper made his third consecutive start in net and submitted five saves – 
tying his previous single-game career high.  

 In 2017, Cropper registered five saves in a single match on three occasions, including Sept. 27 
vs. Orlando, Aug. 26 at D.C., and April 29 at Seattle. 

 Cropper, who returned to the starting lineup on March 30 vs. Minnesota United FC for the first 
since time Sept. 2017, has recorded seven saves and a goals-against average of 1.25 over his 
three starts this season.  

 
SuperDraft Picks Jones, Buchanan Continue Making Impact 

 Midfielder DeJuan Jones registered his third consecutive start and logged 56 minutes in the 
contest. Jones, selected by New England with the 11

th
-overall pick in January's MLS SuperDraft, 

now owns four appearances, including three starts, and one assist on the season. 

 Forward Tajon Buchanan, selected by the Revolution with the ninth pick in January's 
SuperDraft, made his second consecutive substitute appearance and third of the season. In 18 
minutes of play, he recorded one shot on target. 

 
Firmino Makes First Career Appearance in Matchday Roster 

 Revolution Academy product Nicolas Firmino (Somerville, Mass.), who signed with the 
Revolution as a Homegrown Player in November 2018, made his first career appearance in the 
18-man matchday roster.  

 The fifth Homegrown Player signing in club history, Firmino scored more than 35 goals in 90-plus 
appearances across four and a half seasons with the Revolution Academy. He has also tallied 
twice in Academy play with the Revolution Under-19 squad this season.  
 

Revolution Starting XI Sees Three Changes  

 The Revolution's starting lineup saw three changes from last weekend's match at Columbus Crew 
SC, as Luis Caicedo, Wilfried Zahibo, and Cristian Penilla replaced Michael Mancienne, 
Juan Agudelo, and Teal Bunbury. 

 Mancienne, who was ejected from last weekend's match for a second yellow card, served his 
one-game suspension tonight. 
 

GAME CAPSULE 
Referee: Alex Chilowicz 
Assistant Referees: Kyle Atkins (AR1), Jeremy Kieso (AR2) 
Fourth Official: Matt Franz 
VAR: Geoff Gamble 
Weather: 62° and Cloudy 
Attendance: 15,016 
 
Scoring Summary: 
ATL – Ezequiel Barco 2 (Héctor Villalba 1) 29' 
ATL – Ezequiel Barco 3 (Héctor Villalba 2) 49' 
 
Misconduct Summary:  
NE – Cristian Penilla (Yellow Card – Not Retreating) 53' 
NE – Jalil Anibaba (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 53' 
ATL – Jeff Larentowicz (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 71' 
ATL – Miles Robinson (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 83' 
NE – Scott Caldwell (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 89' 
 
New England Revolution: Cody Cropper; Brandon Bye, Jalil Anibaba, Andrew Farrell, Luis Caicedo 
(Tajon Buchanan 72'); Scott Caldwell ©, Wilfried Zahibo (Teal Bunbury 56'), Carles Gil, DeJuan Jones 
(Diego Fagundez 56'); Juan Fernando Caicedo 
  
Substitutes Not Used: Matt Turner, Nicolas Firmino, Juan Agudelo, Justin Rennicks 



 
Atlanta United FC: Brad Guzan; Brek Shea, Leandro González Pirez, Miles Robinson, Michael Parkhurst 
©; Eric Remedi (Ezequiel Barco 15' (Gonzalo Martinez 87')), Jeff Larentowicz; Héctor Villalba (Franco 
Escobar), Darlington Nagbe, Julian Gressel; Josef Martínez 

 
Substitutes Not Used: Alec Kann, Florentin Pogba, Dion Pereira, Romario Williams 
                  

New England Revolution Team Statistics Atlanta United FC 

7 (1) Shots (on Target) 18 (8) 

5 Saves 1 

3 Corner Kicks 5 

4 Offsides 1 

17 Fouls 14 

449 (74%) Passes Attempted (% Completed) 399 (71%) 

53.3% Possession 46.7% 

 
MEDIA RESOURCES 

Media Website | 2019 Schedule | Roster | Photos/Video 
YouTube | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | SoundCloud | Broadcast 

Social: NERevolution | #NERevs 

 
 

 
NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION POSTGAME QUOTES 

New England Revolution 0 vs. Atlanta United FC 2 
Saturday, April 13, 2019 

 
New England Revolution Head Coach Brad Friedel 
 
On the impact of the way the game opened: 
Coach Friedel: “Yeah, I mean, there’s really only one striking difference, for the first half hour, and they 
were first to everything, to be honest. We set up. We wanted them to kick long. [Brek] Shea and [Julian] 
Gressel are decent in the air, but that’s what we wanted, and they beat us to every second ball.” 
 
On the attitude on the field and at halftime: 
Coach Friedel: “I think we needed a break. I think the players knew the first half hour didn’t go well and 
we found ourselves down a goal. I think if the goal stood, then it’s different. Just like the Columbus game 
here, if the penalty goes in, it’s different. We need that break when we get our chances and we didn’t get 
it tonight.”  
 
On Andrew Farrell’s performance: 
Coach Friedel: “It’s difficult for any team around the globe to deal with the amount of injuries and the 
suspension that we have across the back line. I thought Andrew [Farrell] filled in very, very well. He made 
a couple of crucial blocks. I don’t think, again, in that first thirty minutes, that anyone’s passing was 
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particularly good or sharp. It looked a little bit nervous. We’ll watch the game again, but I thought Andrew, 
again, gave his all, as he always does, and everyone. Luis Caicedo, playing right back, I know he’s 
played there before in Colombia, but it’s not his normal position. Brandon Bye, a right-footed player, 
having to play over on the left-hand side and the effort was tremendous for players playing in different 
positions.”  
 
On lacking a killer instinct in the final third: 
Coach Friedel: “It’s up to us as a staff to try to instill as much confidence as we can in the players to 
score in front of the goal and we’ll continue to try to do that. It is definitely not for a lack of effort and we 
need a couple of breaks, absolutely. But, we’re creating enough chances to score. We’re getting in 
enough positions to score goals, but we do need to be a bit more ruthless.” 
 
On whether or not there is a need for an additional attacking player: 
Coach Friedel: “That’s something that we’ve been looking at since the offseason and have made nothing 
mixed about it. The player that we bring in will help us in that regard.” 
 
New England Revolution Midfielder Scott Caldwell 
 
On the difficult start to the game:  
Caldwell: “It started from the opening whistle. We weren’t good enough. We were second to most balls 
across the middle of the field. That set the tone; we gave them too much space, able to go forward, pick 
up the passes that they’re so good at finding. On the ball, we were too sloppy; not creative enough.” 
 
On the space Atlanta was able to find offensively: 
Caldwell: “They played a good amount of long balls and when the ball was travelling, we weren’t good 
enough to get into that space to win the second balls. When they did play it through the middle, they 
found the gaps that we weren’t able to close quickly enough. We know they’re good at doing that and 
we’ve just got to be better. We prep for it all week and they were able to turn and find gaps.” 
 
On what needs to be done when opponents find space: 
Caldwell: “Andrew had to clear a couple off the line. We have to do a better job of getting back behind 
the ball. So once they break that initial pressure, once they get the second ball, if we all get back into our 
box behind the ball then we’re in better spacing to cover for our defenders a little more.” 
 
On the mood in the locker room following a tough start to the season: 
Caldwell: “We’re all going to be pissed after a game like tonight; there’s no hiding that. We felt like we’re 
a better team than what we showed on the field and we’re frustrated with that, but we’re all in this 
together. We believe in each other. There’s nothing going on there.”  
 
On the impact the second goal had early in the second half: 
Caldwell: “That’s never a good thing. That’s all I can say. I still think after that, while they were getting 
chances, we were still able to find a few good spots and we didn’t pull the trigger; have that killer instinct. 
If we get one back, then you never know.” 
 
New England Revolution Defender Andrew Farrell 
 
On marking Josef Martinez: 
Farrell: “They have a really good offense. Obviously, the season that they've had hasn't gone according 
to the talent that they have. I’m disappointed in the result. He’s a great player, they have great players, 
and you guys saw that on display tonight. ” 
 
On missing multiple defenders for tonight's match: 
Farrell: “I don't know. I think [it was] my mistake on the first goal – got down in a one-nil hole against a 
very good team. [That] kind of got their confidence going. They're probably low on confidence with how 
the season started, so getting that goal away from home gave them a little bit of a boost. It kind of opened 



the game up. I thought having key guys out – I think the guys who stepped in did a good job. They have 
so many key players. It's hard to play against them. I like the matchup and it's just unfortunate that one 
play kind of sets the team up on a low and then it’s hard to fight back.” 

 
On defending Atlanta's attacking group: 
Farrell: “They got guys like [Darlington] Nagbe and [Hector] Villalba and Ezequiel Barco coming in to 
spring [Josef] Martinez. It’s tough because the one thing they really do is make hard runs. I don’t know if 
people notice enough. They make these check-ins and sprint into space. It’s very hard to play defense. 
We knew what was going to happen, we knew that's what they were going to do, and I think the goal – 
the first one is just tough. They had chances here and there, but the first one is disappointing.” 
 
Atlanta United FC Head Coach Frank de Boer 
 
On whether or not the team fulfilled his expectations:  
Coach de Boer: “Yeah, I expected that because I already said before the game, I had a really good 
feeling. The last two weeks, we talked a lot but also, we showed a lot of energy; positive energy. We built 
the confidence and everything was pointing in the right direction. I had a really, really good feeling about 
not only me, but the other staff members and I think the players themselves, also. I give them a great 
compliment and also the substitutes came in, but also on the bench the energy was almost 100 minutes 
there. It’s very positive, everything.” 
 
On the play of Ezequiel Barco: 
Coach de Boer: “You have to make decisions sometimes. He started on the bench, but you want that 
type of response from every substitute. I’m very happy for him. Of course, happy the most for the team 
because we desperately needed a win. I think the way that we did it gives a lot of hope for the future. 2-0, 
I think it could have been 7-1, or something like that. We can look back very positively on this game.” 
 
On why he left Barco and Pity Martinez out of the starting lineup: 
Coach de Boer: “Pity [Martinez] is still not 100 percent. He came back and got married in Argentina, so 
he didn’t have the full training. We wanted to keep him healthy for the whole season. It’s a risk when you 
put him in; especially the intensity. Normally, New England are on top of you from the first second and 
also the pitch, the turf, is not helping for that kind of injury, so that’s why. Normally, they played a different 
system than they used to play. They [typically] play with two strikers and they didn’t today with Teal 
[Bunbury] more as a second striker That’s why we put Darlington [Nagbe] on the ten position and coming 
to the midfield to track the central defender from them into the midfield, or if he stays, Darlington is free 
and Darlington is at his best when he gets the ball with a player on his back. He turns and he creates 
space for us, but also the rhythm of the game and I think he played a great game.” 
 
On the play of Miles Robinson: 
Coach de Boer: “This was a different opponent. It was a very strong opponent, maybe stronger than him. 
Not in the quality, but physically. We have to process that differently sometimes. I always say in my 
career, when I played against those types of players, you have to give him the feeling that you are shorter 
than him. But then at that moment when you reach the ball, you take a little bit off of him because those 
types of players want to feel you and I think he did a great job. I think it’s a great experience to play 
against these types of players, also. I didn’t know him that well, of course. I saw some footage of him on 
the field, but still you have to see him live first and he’s a fantastic person. He’s unbelievable at making 
steps forward and every week he’s eager to learn and I think everybody is happy he’s with us because 
he’s doing great.” 
 
On the play of Villalba and his scoring chances: 
Coach de Boer: “He’s always a threat, unpredictable skills he has sometimes. His speed is sometimes 
amazing and he creates. It’s very difficult for defenders to defend this type of player because sometimes 
you don’t know what he does, but he’s always going one hundred percent and you saw the danger he 
created for us. I’m very happy with his performance, also.” 
 
On the relief of getting the team’s first three points: 



Coach de Boer: “You want to start as well as possible and I still think we did great in the CONCACAF. I 
think we can be proud of our performance against them and of course our result in the other league 
wasn’t the result we wanted. Still, I saw the progress already against Columbus and it’s also a question of 
time when we get our result. I will tell you, everyone was eager to get three points, including myself, of 
course.” 
 
Atlanta United FC Midfielder Ezequiel Barco  
 
On knowing if the second goal was going in:  
Barco: “Yeah, it was a really fast play, a beautiful play by the team and luckily it was able to end in a 
goal.” 
 
On coming into the game early for an injured Eric Remedi:  
Barco: “Yeah, it was tough moment for Eric, because he wasn’t able to continue, but I just try to go in 
with the same will that I was going to have when I was probably going to go on in the second half, so I 
just tried to have that from start and to do exactly what the coaching staff was asking of me.” 
 
On the impact of getting the team’s first win in its fifth league game this season:  
Barco: “We have been trying to get this first win since the first game this season. It’s really important for 
us and it’s great to be able to do it on the road as well, so I think it gives us all more confidence -- the 
players and the coaching staff as a group.” 
 
On his confidence now compared to his previous experience in Atlanta:  
Barco: “My teammates and the coaching staff, they do a great job of supporting me and providing me 
confidence, so every time I step on the field I try and do the best that I can and do what they are asking of 
me.” 

 
-end- 

 
 


