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POSTGAME NOTES: Revolution Defeat Minnesota United FC, 2-1 
Goals from Jalil Anibaba and Brandon Bye propel Revolution to first win of 2019 

 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. – The New England Revolution (1-3-1, 4 pts.) defeated Minnesota United FC (2-
2-0, 6 pts.), 2-1, at Gillette Stadium on Saturday afternoon. Jalil Anibaba and Brandon Bye were the goal 
scorers on either side of halftime for New England, tallying in the 10

th
 and 62

nd
 minutes, respectively. 

Minnesota's Darwin Quintero scored the visitor's lone goal by converting a penalty kick in the 26
th
 minute.  

 

 Postgame interview footage is available here. Quotes are available in the attached 
document.  

 
Anibaba's goal was the first of his Revolution career, and the sixth of his MLS career. The center back 
joined New England as a free agent signing ahead of the 2018 season. Midfielder Carles Gil registered 
the first assist of his young MLS career on Anibaba's goal, giving the newcomer four combined goals and 
assists in his debut season – tied for third most in the league. His six chances created on the day are tied 
for the second most by any MLS player in a match this season.  
 
Bye, who made his first career start in the midfield during today's contest, netted the first game-winning 
goal of his professional career. Forward Teal Bunbury and midfielder DeJuan Jones were credited with 
assists, as Jones played 90 minutes on the left wing in his first career start. Goalkeeper Cody Cropper got 
the start in net for the Revolution, marking his first appearance since Sept. 27, 2017. The Minnesota 
native made two saves in the winning effort.  
 
New England returns to action on Saturday, April 6, when the club travels to Ohio for a meeting with 
Columbus Crew SC at MAPFRE Stadium. The match kicks off at 7:30 p.m. ET on NBC Sports Boston, 
98.5 The Sports Hub, and in Portuguese on 1260 AM Nossa Radio. 
 

New England Revolution 2, Minnesota United FC 1 
March 30, 2019 – Gillette Stadium (Foxborough, Mass.)  

 
Revs Top Minnesota United FC, 2-1 

 The Revolution defeated Minnesota United FC, 2-1, on Saturday, improving the club’s record to 
1-3-1 (4 pts.) through five games of the 2019 MLS season.  

 New England's all-time record against Minnesota improves to 2-1-0, including a 2-0-0 mark at 
Gillette Stadium.  
 

Bye Scores First Game-Winning Goal of MLS Career 

 Brandon Bye scored the first game-winning goal of his professional career, and his second goal 
overall, when he finished a grounded cross from Teal Bunbury in the 62

nd
 minute.  

 Bye logged his first career start in the midfield during today's match and played 90 minutes on the 
right wing. He recorded a team-high two shots on target, as well as two chances created and 
three tackles.  

https://mlssoccer.box.com/s/atinf3356cwhfaf5jabmhenctl4tzfsh


 Selected by the Revolution with the eighth-overall pick in the 2018 MLS SuperDraft, Bye has 
registered 29 appearances, including 21 starts, two goals, and two assists for his MLS career.  
 

Anibaba Opens Revolution Account 

 Defender Jalil Anibaba scored the first goal of his Revolution career with a diving header in the 
10

th
 minute. He played all 90 minutes in his second appearance of the season, posting team 

highs with six clearances and eight interceptions.  

 Anibaba joined the Revolution as a free-agent signing ahead of the 2018 season. He has 
recorded 33 appearances, including 31 starts, one goal, and two assists since joining the club. 

 
Caldwell Logs 150

th
 Career MLS Start Two Days after Signing Extension 

 Midfielder Scott Caldwell made his 150
th
 career league start for the Revolution in today's contest 

– two days after signing a multi-year extension with the club. He played 89 minutes in central 
midfield, recording a team-best six tackles to go along with a pair of chances created. 

 The second Homegrown Player signing in club history, Caldwell owns the 10
th
 most appearances 

in Revs history with 183. His totals for games played (183), starts (150), and minutes played 
(13,238) all rank among the top five for a Homegrown Player in MLS history.  

 
Cropper Returns to Lineup for First Start Since 2017 

 Goalkeeper Cody Cropper got the start in net for New England for today's match – his first since 
Sept. 27, 2017. Cropper made two saves, including a fingertip stop in the 29

th
 minute, to preserve 

the result.  

 Cropper, who started 28 games for New England in 2017, did not make an appearance last 
season. He owns an 11-14-4 record for his MLS career. 
 

Gil Notches First MLS Assist, Six Chances Created 

 Midfielder Carles Gil recorded the first assist of his MLS career, giving him four combined goals 
and assists through his first five Revolution appearances.  

 Gil totaled six chances created in the match, which is tied for the second most in a single game 
among all MLS players this season.  

 
Jones Registers Assist in First Start of Professional Career 

 Midfielder DeJuan Jones recorded a secondary assist in the first start of his professional career 
this afternoon. Jones submitted three shots – including one on target – one chance created, one 
tackle, and one foul won in a 90-minute shift. 

 The Lansing, Mich. native made his MLS debut in last weekend's match vs. FC Cincinnati as a 
substitute in the 78

th
 minute. 

 Jones, 21, joined New England as the club’s second selection in first round of the 2019 MLS 
SuperDraft after a four-year career at Michigan State, where he registered 16 goals and 14 
assists across 75 appearances. He signed with the team on Feb. 25.  
 

Revolution Starting XI Sees Six Changes  

 The Revolution's starting lineup saw six changes from last weekend's match against FC 
Cincinnati, as Cody Cropper, Jalil Anibaba, Andrew Farrell, Scott Caldwell, DeJuan Jones, 
and Juan Agudelo replaced Brad Knighton, Antonio Delamea, Wilfried Zahibo, Luis 
Caicedo, Cristian Penilla, and Diego Fagundez. 

 
GAME CAPSULE 

Referee: Allen Chapman 
Assistant Referees: Brian Poeschel (AR1), Eric Boria (AR2) 
Fourth Official: Guido Gonzalez Jr.  
VAR: Alan Kelly 
Weather: 66° and Clear 
Attendance: 10,657 



 
Scoring Summary: 
NE – Jalil Anibaba 1 (Carles Gil 1) 10' 
MIN – Darwin Quintero (Penalty Kick) 26' 
NE – Brandon Bye 1 (Bunbury 1, Jones 1) 62' 
 
Misconduct Summary:  
MIN – Ike Opara (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 12' 
NE – Carles Gil (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 45'+2' 
MIN – Romain Métanire (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 54' 
MIN – Osvaldo Alonso (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 70' 
NE – Jalil Anibaba (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 72' 
NE – Edgar Castillo (Yellow Card – Unsporting Behavior) 74' 
 
New England Revolution: Cody Cropper; Edgar Castillo, Michael Mancienne ©, Jalil Anibaba, Andrew 
Farrell; DeJuan Jones, Scott Caldwell (Wilfried Zahibo 90'), Carles Gil, Brandon Bye; Juan Agudelo (Juan 
Fernando Caicedo 88'), Teal Bunbury (Luis Caicedo 78') 
  
Substitutes Not Used: Matt Turner, Antonio Delamea, Diego Fagundez, Tajon Buchanan 
 
Minnesota United FC: Vito Mannone; Francisco Calvo, Michael Boxall, Ike Opara, Romain Métanire; 
Osvaldo Alonso, Jan Gregus; Miguel Ibarra, Darwin Quintero, Ethan Finlay (Brent Kallman 75'); Angelo 
Rodríguez (Abu Danladi 66') 

 
Substitutes Not Used: Bobby Shuttleworth, Eric Miller, Collin Martin, Hassani Dotson, Lawrence Olum 
                  

New England Revolution Team Statistics Minnesota United FC 

19 (5) Shots (on Target) 10 (3) 

2 Saves 3 

9 Corner Kicks 3 

3 Offsides 5 

10 Fouls 11 

421 (72%) Passes Attempted (% Completed) 454 (73%) 

48.9% Possession 51.1% 

 
MEDIA RESOURCES 

Media Website | 2019 Schedule | Roster | Photos/Video 
YouTube | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | SoundCloud | Broadcast 

Social: NERevolution | #NERevs 

 
 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION POSTGAME QUOTES 
New England Revolution 2 vs. Minnesota United FC 1 

Saturday, March 30, 2019 
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New England Revolution Head Coach Brad Friedel 
 
On the performance today and the lineup adjustments: 
Coach Friedel: “Really happy with the performance the players put in, really happy with the work ethic, 
and really happy with the application to what we were trying to do.” 
 
On the work rate in the first half: 
Coach Friedel: “You guys and a lot of experts out there are probably surprised that we can motivate the 
players to work hard, but all those players, every single day, we see them working hard and the others 
that weren’t involved. A couple of first-half performances that we’ve had here that haven’t been up to par 
shouldn’t be the focal point. Very, very proud of the players’ performance today.” 
 
On new players getting an opportunity and their performance: 
Coach Friedel: “I’ve said it since I and my staff took over, that if you work hard and perform well in 
training, you’ll have an opportunity to play. You never know when opportunities are going to arise. An 
opportunity arose for DeJuan [Jones], and I thought he played very well today.” 
 
On the decision to start goalkeeper Cody Cropper: 
Coach Friedel: “Again, every week that starts, every player can get their name in the hat to start. Cody 
[Cropper], in the last two or three weeks, has trained very, very well, better than we’ve seen him train 
since we’ve been at the club. And we’ve been averaging two goals-a-game against and I made a change. 
And he played very well.”  
 
On deploying a new formation: 
Coach Friedel: “It’s not a new shape. We did it in preseason, if you watched the preseason games. So, I 
thought they, with what we wanted to do today, again, very proud of the players’ performance and I 
thought they did very well.”   
 
On defending Darwin Quintero today and if Scott Caldwell was doing the job of two players today: 
Coach Friedel: “Absolutely not. Scotty [Caldwell] played well, but it wasn’t his job on [Darwin] Quintero if 
you watched the game. It was Michael Mancienne and Jalil Anibaba stepping forward in the midfield to 
stop him from getting on the ball. At times, it was Scotty Caldwell that would go and get the ball. When he 
drifted out onto Edgar’s [Castillo] side, Edgar did a great job of closing him down. If you watch the game 
again, that’s what you’ll see.” 
 
On Carles Gil playing a little deeper today and how it allowed him to get on the ball: 
Coach Friedel: “Carles [Gil] is very good on the ball and he can control the tempo of a game, whether we 
put him higher up the field or a little bit deeper. It’s a different type of game against FC Cincinnati. FC 
Cincinnati hits the ball long and they play for second balls with [Victor] Ulloa and [Leonardo] Bertone. This 
game’s a little different, because they do want to play out of the back and I thought we did a great job not 
allowing them to play out of the back.”  
 
On how the Revolution came out in the first 15 minutes of the second half: 
Coach Friedel: “Again, a lot of people have been saying that we don’t have creative players. We do. It 
takes time to get the people together for it all to come together. I’m really proud of the way the players 
applied themselves today in the game.”  
 
 
On shutting down second passes and long balls by Minnesota United FC: 
Coach Friedel: “Again, I’m really, really proud at the way the players applied themselves to everything 
that we tried to work on and talk about through the week.”  
 
New England Revolution Goalkeeper Cody Cropper 
  
On a successful return to the lineup: 



Cropper: “It’s been a grind; mentally, physically, emotionally. There’s been ups and downs, and that’s 
part of professional sports, that’s part of this business. Every player at some stage in their career has 
gone through that, but to go out there today and to put a 90-minute performance together for the first time 
since 2017 -- over a year, nearly a year and six months -- I can’t even describe the feeling right now. 
Every time I talk about it, I’m just getting goosebumps. It’s what I was born to do, I’ve played this game 
since I was three years old and it’s what I love.” 
  
On the challenges Minnesota gave New England: 
Cropper: “From a defensive standpoint, Michael [Mancienne] and Jalil [Anibaba] and Edgar [Castillo] and 
[Andrew] Farrell and Scottie [Caldwell] dealt very well with [Darwin] Quintero, [Angelo] Rodriguez. 
Quintero drops into the midfield a lot and one of the things we went over in training was that either 
Michael or Jalil were going to have to drop into that midfield and track him and at times, not necessarily 
go three at the back, but one of them were going to have to step in and deal with him so that he could not 
turn and eventually pick us apart. The two of them and ultimately the back four and the two midfielders 
did extremely well in dealing with what the coaching staff told us earlier in the week.” 
  
On the decisiveness needed to come off his line to stop multiple attacks: 
Cropper: “It’s kind of a gut instinct. One of the conversations I had [Assistant Coach] Ruben [Garcia] and 
one of the conversations I had with Brad [Friedel] before the game were to trust my instinct. Whether it 
was on my distribution, whether it was on the decision to come out, whether it was on a decision to catch 
or parry [the ball], to do the simple things, and today I trusted myself. In the past, when you don’t play 
games for a very long time you sometimes tend to second guess yourself. Today, I just went out there 
and I trusted my ability. I trusted everything that I’ve worked on the last year and a bit since the 2017 
season and it panned out for me. I hope to continue that down the road.” 
  
On if he got a sense midweek that his number would be called today: 
Cropper: “I wouldn’t call it a sense; everybody went into this week knowing that we were fighting for our 
jobs. It’s been a long season so far, it’s been a difficult one for us. Obviously the criticisms of not putting 
together performances the last couple weeks, but I think today we went out there and we did everything 
very well. We played them off the field and we did the simple things right and that’s what we’ve been 
working on for the last eight-to-nine weeks, including preseason, and we came out with a win and we 
came out with three points, which is ultimately what we needed from today.” 
 
New England Revolution Midfielder/Defender Brandon Bye 
 
On scoring from a tight angle: 
Bye: “I just followed the play and hoped for the best. I saw Teal [Bunbury] get the slip in behind from 
DeJuan [Jones] and just made the run just in case. He happened to hit to me and I was able to get to the 
back post and get it in.”  
 
On the frustrating first half with too many crosses not connecting with teammates: 
Bye: “I wouldn’t say it was too frustrating. We were creating opportunities and getting in good spots. We 
knew we could do better. I felt we were getting decent balls in, getting decent opportunities and we hoped 
in the second [half], we would find a way to score”  
 
On starting in a more advanced midfield position:  
Bye: “I was up the field a little farther. [Andrew] Farrell was behind me and he was always talking to me, 
directing to go inside or outside. We have a good relationship and good connection. I felt like wherever I 
was on the field, someone was helping me, someone was always trying to connect with me. I felt okay, 
not too much difference. I am used to playing in that position when I was in college, so I am not too 
unfamiliar with it.”  
 
New England Revolution Midfielder DeJuan Jones 
 
On his perspective on the field: 



Jones: “First half, my touches were kind of off – kind of just getting use to the game. Then, second half, 
got some confidence from my teammates, from my coaches. Then, came out and started getting more 
touches, seeing the field more, and Teal [Bunbury] made a great run. I just played him in the space, he 
took a shot – or a cross – and then Brandon [Bye] was there to finish up the play, so it’s great.” 
 
On how the minutes he saw in his debut last week helped prepare him for a start: 
Jones: “It was great. I thought I did pretty good in my debut. So, to get those touches, get some 
confidence, and going into today having already played in a game before, it was easier for me, for sure.” 
 
On his pass to Teal Bunbury that led to the game-winning goal: 
Jones: “I saw a great run. He’s cutting in, so the center back in front of me couldn’t see him. I just wanted 
to play a nice weighted ball onto him and give him an opportunity to shoot it across.” 
 
On his nerves before this match: 
Jones: “Not really, I think I got used to the pitch a little bit. The ball was moving a little faster than I 
anticipated. Like I said, the first half, okay, then I got better in the second half.” 
 
On importance of picking up three points today: 
Jones: “So important. I mean, we had a lot of negative things come our way, a lot of adversity. So just to 
fight through it and get through playing against a Minnesota team was huge for us today.” 
 
Minnesota United FC Head Coach Adrian Heath 
 
On if he expected to see a motivated Revolution team: 
Coach Heath: “Yeah, we did. We spoke about it before the game. We showed our group Brad’s [Friedel] 
interviews from this week and his press comments. So, we knew what was going to come and after we 
got the equalizer, I thought we’d weather the storm and the pressure that they were going to put on to us 
and then after that I thought that we were too passive. I don’t think we wanted to go win the game 
enough. I didn’t think we were going to lose it, I have to be honest, but, I don’t think we did enough to go 
and try to win the game -- try to take the game to them, try and put them on the back foot enough, and 
our quality in their half in the second half wasn’t good enough. Too many nearly a good ball, nearly a 
good pass, nearly a good entry ball, not enough.” 
 
On if there was anything specific that made it hard to create chances in the run of play:  
Coach Heath: “No, I just don’t think our quality was good enough in their half of the field. Our final ball 
wasn’t good enough. The ball was either over it or it was on the pass, on the weight, and it was very 
much, as I said to the players, it was a nearly day. We were nearly good at a lot of things, but 
unfortunately on the road, nearly doesn’t win you many games. We actually, the first two games of the 
season, we scored when we needed to and on the road you need to get a goal. I thought the two goals 
we conceded were very poor from our point of view. I don’t think the Revolution had to work hard enough 
for either goal and that’s something we’ll need to address. Overall, I didn’t think we were going to lose the 
game, but I don’t think we did enough to win the game.”  
 
On Darwin Quintero: 
Coach Heath: “He’s a quality player. In fact today, I thought we got quite a lot of ball in their half of the 
field and normally the little fella conjures something up. He either makes that really crucial pass or scores 
a goal himself and I don’t think we had enough quality in and around him and from him today. You know, 
by his own standards, his nearly balls -- that’s what they were, nearly. He normally comes up with 
something in a game and that really summed up the afternoon in their half of the field.” 
 
On the road trip to open the season:   
Coach Heath: “Well, we’ve got another game. You know, we would have settled for six points after three 
games. Would we have settled for six after four? Probably not, and now we’ve got a big game against the 
Red Bulls next week, which is never easy, going to Red Bull Arena. We’ll certainly have to probably play 
better than we did today.”  
 



On how he hopes the team will respond:  
Coach Heath: “As the record and the history books show, winning on the road in MLS is difficult. A lot of 
teams don’t win on the road. Hence the fact that there were 12 teams that only won two games last year. 
We’re in a situation where we go to the Red Bulls next day. It’s five games that we have start. We knew 
before the season started, it was a difficult start. Now we’ve got one to come, let’s go and give it 
everything and see if we can pick some points up and if we pick up one or three points next week, I think 
it will have been a good start.”    
 
Minnesota United FC Midfielder Ethan Finlay  
 
On the overall spirit of the team after two road losses in a row:  
Finlay: “Absolutely disappointing. I would say both losses we felt like, coming in, we had an opportunity 
to get three points and to get zero out of them is a disappointment. We have high expectations this year 
and that means going on the road and getting results. Obviously, a disappointing result today, but we 
can’t hang our heads. We don’t have much time with a good team coming up in the New York Red Bulls 
next weekend that we have to prepare for.” 
 
On the offensive lull and source of struggle in the run of play:  
Finlay: “I would say I thought New England did a really good job at defending forward and we probably 
didn’t get in behind them as much as we should have and they were able to keep things in front of them. I 
think the ref let us play today and I would say Angelo [Rodriguez] did well up against their center backs, 
but they got the better of us today. A great save, obviously, by [Cody] Cropper and a little bit deflating 
when you feel like you should have one or two. You start to press and maybe you get out of your game a 
little bit, but there are still positives that we can take out of this game and there were some good moments 
-- we just have to clear up the bad ones.”  
 
On what he personally took from the game:  
Finlay: “Apart from the result, you come into the lineup and want to have results, personally and 
collectively as a team, so that’s a disappointment. The body feels good and I want to try to work off the 
foundation that I have. 75 minutes under my belt today and I’ll do what I can to make myself available and 
make it hard again for the coach to make a selection.”   
 
Minnesota United FC Defender Ike Opara  
 
On facing a motivated Revolution team:  
Opara: “Of course we knew that. We knew that they were going to come out and press and do all of the 
things that they wanted to do, but I actually don’t think it was anything that was crazy or something that 
caught us off guard. Honestly, I expected more and I think for the most part of that first half we did a really 
good job of trying to manage the game. We hit some objectives that we wanted to hit and then the start of 
the second half was when, for some reason, it fell apart. We came into halftime and wanted to make 
adjustments and I’m not sure what happened. We just defended way too many counters, we lost so many 
second balls, too many of the first balls, and eventually, you can only defend so many counters before 
you allow a goal.”    
 
On the Revolution changing their lineup:  
Opara: “Different faces, but we still expected them to do what they did. Wanting to press forward, run 
forward, be vertical, trap us under pressure—it didn’t matter who was going to be in there and that’s what 
we expected. I think their new guys were hungry and motivated, so they really wanted to impress. Maybe 
they did a good job of it. At the end of the day, it’s us, [more] what we did well then what we didn’t do 
well.”  
 
On losing two straight games and an upcoming matchup against the Red Bulls:  
Opara: “Yeah, the season is peaks and valleys. We started off really well—had a little blip in L.A. Today, 
we had a great opportunity to rectify the situation and I thought we were better in this game. The effort 
was there, we just weren’t intelligent with how we played from minute one through 90. I think maybe that’s 



a little bit of trying to gel as a new team—a lot of new faces in our lineup—but, I think we have enough 
experience to know what, especially these games, call for.”  
 
On gaining momentum ahead of the home opener at Allianz Field: 
Opara: “I think, defensively, we’ve been okay with defending counters and all of those things, but I think 
that we need to be a little more difficult in certain areas of the field and not try to sustain so much 
pressure. Especially on the road, you can only take so much pressure. Even their second goal—terrible 
shot that turns into a great cross. Those things happen when you’re under pressure a lot of the game, so 
we’ve got to identify the areas that we need to be better at defending because we get chances. We had a 
few today and we could have even gone up 2-1 when it was tied 1-1. The opportunities were there, but at 
the end of the day it was a conscious decision to say ‘if we don’t give up a goal in the second half, we’ll 
win the game.’ That’s what we believed in and we turned around and gave up a goal. That’s just 
dedication to being disciplined.”  
 

-end- 
 


